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Autumn Term – 2019 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 
Please read through our Home Guide for the Autumn 

Term, which will give you information about our 

topics and some of our plans for the coming term. 
 

Our Creative Curriculum topic for Autumn term is ‘Toys. 
The children will be learning about different toys 

from the past during History lessons and other 
subject areas.  

 
In Science this term, we will be focussing on 

‘Materials’. As part of their Engaging Science 
Curriculum, the children will be learning about 

different materials and their basic properties. The 
children will also be identifying common materials, 

describing some of their uses and finding objects 
made from these.  
 

We will also be thinking about why some materials 
are more suited to certain purposes than others. 

Throughout the Autumn term we will be launching an 
ongoing Science topic called ‘Seasonal Change’ and 

identifying the changes that occur in the different 
seasons. 

 
This home guide includes more information on the 

areas we will be covering this term, including 
activities and websites to use at home in order to 

support your child’s learning. 

 
Subjects such as R.E, P.S.H.C.E, Music, English and 

Mathematics will continue to be taught 
independently, although cross-curricular links will 

be made.  We have also included English and 



Mathematics targets, which will be consolidated 
throughout the term. 

 
 

English 
 
In English this term, we will be looking at 
Stories with Repeating Patterns, Traditional 
Tales, Information Texts and Traditional Poems. 
We will be linking our English to our topic 
wherever possible. 
 

Stories with Repeating Patterns 
Stories with repeating patterns provide a clear 

structure for reading and composing narrative. The 
children will learn how to compose and publish their 

own stories as well as develop their skills of 
presentation and reading aloud. They will become 

confident in starting sentences with capital letters 
and ending them with full stops, as well as 

including finger spaces between words.  

 
Traditional Tales 

The children will listen to a variety of 
entertaining traditional tales including stories 
such as the Little Red Hen, The Three Little Pigs 
and Goldilocks and the Three Bears. The children 
will share their favourite tales with one another 
and will discuss the setting, plot and 
characters of traditional tales. Using talk for 
writing strategies the children will learn the 
stories off by heart. They will then innovate it 
to make changes before creating their own story. 
The children will design a good and bad 
character for their own traditional tale and 
begin to use adjectives to describe the 
characters and setting. 
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Information Texts 
Traditional toys will excite and motivate the 
children to write their own pages for a group 
book. The children will explore differences 
between fiction and non-fiction texts, looking at 
The Usborne Book of Big Machines. The children 
will create a fantasy vehicle and will write 
labels to describe it. The grammar focus for this 
unit will be to write, leaving spaces between 
words. To punctuate questions with question 
marks and sentences with full stops.  
 

Traditional Poems 
We will use the story of The Jolly Postman to 
learn some traditional finger games, rounds, 
singing games and nursery rhymes. We will have 
fun playing the rhymes and exploring ideas. We 
will be improvising and performing simple 
dramas based on nursery rhymes. They will 
explore rhyming words and exclamation marks. 
 

Activities for parents and children 
 Design a poster to illustrate a story they have 

read. 

 Create a story board retelling the story in the 
correct sequence. 

 Write your own version of the story. 
 Create a character profile for a character in one 

of the stories. 
 Visit the library. 

 Retell the story using puppets and other props. 
 Share a range of poems and nursery rhymes with 

your child, can they pick out the rhyming words 
or patterns in the text? 

 Ask your child to verbally explain how to do 
something. 

 Have a look at the features of a non- fiction and 

fiction text. What are the differences? 
 Explore some non- fiction texts about houses. 

 
 

 



 
 

Mathematics 
In Mathematics this term we will be focusing on 

number, place value, addition, subtraction, shape 
and basic number problems. 

 
The objectives for this term are: 

 

Number: Place Value 
 Count to twenty, forwards and backwards, 

beginning with 0 or 1, from any given number. 
 Count, read and write numbers to 20 in numerals 

and words. 
 Given a number, identify one more or one less. 

 Identify and represent numbers using objects 
and pictorial representations including the 

number line, and use the language of: equal to, 
more than, less than (fewer), most, least. 

 
Number: Addition and Subtraction 

 Represent and use number bonds and related 

subtraction facts within 20. 
 Read, write and interpret mathematical 

statements involving addition (+), subtraction 
(-) and equals (=) signs. 

 Add and subtract one digit numbers to 20, 
including zero. 

 Solve one step problems that involve addition 
and subtraction, using concrete objects and 

pictorial representations and missing number 
problems. 

 

Shape 
 Recognise and name common 2-D shapes, 

including: (for example, rectangles, (including 
squares, circles and triangles). 

 Recognise and name common 3-D shapes, 
including: (for example, cuboids (including 

cubes), pyramids and spheres.) 



Activities for parents and children 
 

 Practise counting in 1’s from any number and 
say what is one less and one more. 

 Go to the shops – work out how much items cost 
together, find the correct coins to pay and then 
work out the change! 

 Work with recipes to double and half the 
ingredients. 

 See if you can spot different 2D and 3D shapes 
around the home. 

 Recall the days of the week and months of the 
year. 

 
Useful Websites 
 

 http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-
years/counting 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/maths/ 
 http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks1numeracy.html 
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Science 

 
Everyday Materials: 

In Science this term will be focussing on ‘Everyday 
materials’. The children will be learning about 

different materials and their basic properties. The 
children will also be identifying common materials, 

describe some of their uses and find objects made 
using them. We will also be thinking about why some 
materials are more suited to certain purposes than 

others. We will be conducting a range of experiments 
to investigate materials and their uses. 

 
 

Activities for children and parents: 
 

 Gather information from books and the internet 
about different everyday materials. 

 Look around your home and make a list of 
everyday materials. 

 Carry out an investigation on waterproof 
materials. 
 

Useful Websites: 
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks1science.html 

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Interactive.aspx?cat=63 

https://www.everyschool.co.uk/science-key-stage-1-

materials.html 
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Science 
 
Seasonal Changes - What changes happen across the 

year? 
 
We will be answering the question ‘What changes 

happen across the year?’ In this unit children will 
become aware of the seasonal changes that occur in 

their local environment and we will be keeping a 
record of these changes. The experimental and 

investigative work will focus on making 
observations, measurements and comparisons, and 

presenting findings. 
 

Activities for children and parents: 
 Create a poster to show the differences between 

trees at different times of the year. 

 Take a walk in the local environment, while 
taking photographs of animals and plants, and 

then discuss what changes might happen with 
the plants and animals. 

 Keep a diary of an environment at home and the 
changes that happen. 

 
Useful Websites: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zwgg87h/video
s/1 

http://www.kidsgeo.com/geography-for-kids/0017B-
reasons-for-the-four-seasons.php 
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Computing 

 

‘We Are Collectors’ 
 

In this unit, the pupils will use web search engines 
to collect pictures of different types of animals and 

then explore ways in which those pictures can be 
organised. 
This unit will enable the children to: 

 Find and use pictures on the web. 
 Know what to do if they encounter pictures that 

cause concern 
 Group images on the basis of a binary (yes/no) 

questions. 
 Organise images into more than two groups 

according to clear rules. 
 Sort images according to criteria. 

 Ask and answer binary (yes/no) questions about 
their images. 

 
‘We Are Treasure Hunters’ 

During the second half of the term, the children 

will program a toy to move around a map to find 
buried treasure. They will start by thinking of 

algorithms for their routes, then input these as 
stored programs for the robot. They predict how the 

robot will move and will debug their programs. 
 

This unit will enable the children to: 
 Use interactive, programmable toys to input 

instructions.  
 Use programs on the iPads to create algorithms 

that can be followed by virtual characters.  

 Write algorithms for the children to follow.  
 



Activities for children and parents: 
 Children could find their own images on the 

internet of their interests and organise these 
at home.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Art and Design 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Art this term we will be exploring the artwork of 
A.A Milne. We will be mixing colours to create different 

tones and shades. During this term we will create a 
painting of the children’s bears, thinking about line, 

colour and texture. We will also be selecting and 
layering a variety of materials to create a collage of 
a toy.  

 
Activities for children and parents: 

 Do observational drawings of their toys at 
home.  

 Create simple collages using scrap 
materials.  

 Mix colours at home to create new colours 
and different shades.  

  
Useful Websites: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z83bk
qt  
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Design & Technology 
Sliders and leavers 

 
 

 
 
This term in Design and Technology we will be 

exploring the sliders and leavers. The children will 
look at a variety of books containing sliders and 

leavers before designing their own slider and leaver.  
 

The aim is for the children to understand the purpose 
of sliders and leavers. They will learn what effect 

sliders and leavers have on the consumer and will 
understand the mechanisms behind them.  

 
Activities for children and parents: 
 

 Read a variety of books containing sliders and 
leavers. 

 Create a card containing a slider or leaver.  
   

Useful Websites: 
 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zb9d7ty 
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Useful Information for Year 1 
 
As Year 1 pupils, your child will be given 
spellings on a Monday to be learnt for the 

following week. Please can you ensure your child 
returns their yellow spelling book ready for the 
test every Monday. A staged reading book will 
be changed twice per week when your child’s 
book is returned to school. Please make a 
comment about your child’s reading each time 
you read with them so we know how they are 
doing and to inform us whether we need to 
change it. In addition, homework will be sent 
home at the beginning of the term to support our 
topic work in class. This can be completed over 
the course of the term. We would be very grateful 
if you could support your child with this work 
and if possible complete their homework in 
pencil. We actively encourage the children to 
read every evening, for at least 10 minutes. 
 
Please encourage your child to be well prepared 
for school; remembering to bring homework, 
planner, reading books, spelling book and the 
correct P.E. kit. Please ensure that your child has 
all items in their PE kit to ensure that they can 
take part fully in the session. Please ensure 
that all of your child’s belongings have their 
name written inside.  
 
Using the home guide: 
Please use your home guide to support any work, 
which you may choose to do with your child at 
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home. The idea behind the guide is to provide 
parents with suggestions for activities which 
will reinforce the learning taking place at 
school.  
 
If at any time you have any worries or concerns 
please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
Thank you for all your support,  
 
 
 

Miss Lambton and Miss Alderson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Targets for Autumn Term 

 

English (Writing) 
 

 To leave finger spaces between words 
 To punctuate sentences using a capital letter 

and a full stop 

 To join clauses together using and 

 
English (Reading) 

 
 To use phonic knowledge taught to decode 

words 

 To sound out unfamiliar words aloud 
To answer basic questions about the text 

 
Mathematics 

 
 To count forwards and backwards from any 

given number. 
 To count, read and write numbers to 20 in 

numerals and words. 
 To identify one more or one less than a given 

number. 
 To Identify and represent numbers using 

objects and pictures. 

 To represent and use number bonds and related 
subtraction facts within 20. 

 To use and understand addition (+), 
subtraction (-) and equals (=) signs. 

 To add and subtract one digit numbers to 20, 

including zero. 

 To solve one step addition and subtraction 
problems.  

 To use equal to mathematical language to 
compare numbers. 

 To recognise and name common 2-D shapes. 

 To recognise and name common 3-D shapes. 


