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Autumn - 2020 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 
Please read through our Home Guide for the autumn 
term, which will give you information about our 

topics and some of our plans for the new school 
year. 

 
This term the children will be focusing on the Great 

fire of London. This topic is the centre of all 
teaching through subjects such as English, 

History, Geography and Art. 
 

 
Subjects such as R.E, DT, Science P.S.H.C.E, Music, P.E. 

and Maths will continue to be taught 
independently, although cross-curricular links will 
be made.  We have also included English and Maths 

targets, which will be consolidated throughout the 
term.  

 
 

This home guide includes more information about 
the areas we will be covering this term, including 

activities and websites to use at home in order to 
support your child’s learning.   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Topic 

London’s Burning 

 

Throughout the autumn term our Topic is London’s 

Burning. This unit will predominantly be History based 

and will cover the following areas: 

 

 Learning about why The Great Fire of London 

happened and the changes that occurred as a 

result. 

 Consider differences between ways of life of people 

at the time of the fire, compared with today. 

Children will discuss the reliability of pictures/ 

accounts/stories. (Perception and judgement).  

 Use a source – observe or handle sources to answer 

questions about the fire on the basis of simple 

observations. 

 Locate London on a map of the world/UK. Plot key 

locations on a map of the city to show how the fire 

spread. 

 Create a timeline of events in the Great Fire of 

London. 

 

Activities for children and parents:  
 Research about the Great fire of London. 

 Research how fires have caused problems in the 

environment around the world. 

 With an adult, carry out some baking. Take photos/ 

create a video of each stage showing how you measure 

and how you are safe.  

 Create a poster to explain fire safety at home 

Useful websites: 
http://www.fireoflondon.org.uk/game/ 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/37222884 

http://projectbritain.com/calendar/September/fire.html 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjA26ymi6rjAhUFQhoKHaB7AZEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fuknews%2F12109005%2Fgreat-fire-of-london-origin.html&psig=AOvVaw2x6TAhUAZV7DssJNJT10TU&ust=1562839040706831
http://www.fireoflondon.org.uk/game/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/37222884
http://projectbritain.com/calendar/September/fire.html


 

 
 

 

 
English 

In this topic the children will learn about the Great Fire 
of London. They will find out about the key events of the 

fire and the significance of Samuel Pepys and his diary.  

Also, they will look at London today and compare with 
how it use to be like. The children will read explanation 

texts and write their own based on The Great Fire of 

London as well as acting in role as a detective for the 
London Times to help write a Newspaper Report on the 

Great Fire!  In Art, children will experiment with colour 
and create a collage based on a scene from The Great Fire 

of London.  How exciting! 

 
The children will learn how to: 

 
 Recognise and explain why The Great Fire of London 

happened and the changes that occurred as a result. 

 Identify differences between ways of life of people at 

the time of the fire, compared with today. 

 Compare two versions of reports of The Great Fire. 

 Compare pictures documenting the fire. 

 Discuss reliability of pictures/ accounts/stories. 

(Perception and judgement). 

 Use a source – observe or handle sources to answer 

questions about the fire on the basis of simple 

observations. 

 Ask perceptive questions to form a line of enquiry. 

 Can orally retell the main episodes of The Great Fire in 

the correct order and write captions to accompany 

sequenced pictures. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjkvJ7LkarjAhUMkxQKHeKmBcUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.co.uk%2FToby-Great-Fire-London-Hopscotch%2Fdp%2F0749674105&psig=AOvVaw0xxnFg-edp7zSPmHvS5b7i&ust=1562840726492089


 

Activities for children and parents: 

You could carry out your own research into what 
happened in 1666 in the Great Fire of London using the 

local library or the internet.   
 

http://www.fireoflondon.org.uk/game/ 

 Play the Great Fire of London game online. Can you 
answer all the questions about the fire correctly?  

 

Write down any new facts you might have learned.   
 

Practise writing sentences about the Great Fire of London.  
 
 

Useful websites: 
https://www.theschoolrun.com/ks1-sats-writing-assessment-

success 

 
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/great-fire-

london 

 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/37222884 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.fireoflondon.org.uk/game/
https://www.theschoolrun.com/ks1-sats-writing-assessment-success
https://www.theschoolrun.com/ks1-sats-writing-assessment-success
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/great-fire-london
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/great-fire-london
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/37222884


 
 

Maths 

 

In Maths this term we will be focusing on: place value, 
addition, subtraction, multiplication, division and 

money. This term the children will continue to develop 
their knowledge of:  

Place Value Addition & 

Subtraction 

Measurement: 

Money 

Multiplication 

& Division 
 Count 

objects to 

100 and read 

and write 
numbers in 

numerals 

and words 

 Represent 

numbers to 

100 

 Tens and 

ones with a 

part whole 

model  

 Tens and 

ones using 
addition 

 Use a place 

value chart  

 Compare 

objects 

Compare 

numbers 

 Order 

objects and 

numbers  

 Count in 2s, 

5s and 10s 

 Count in 3s 
 

 Recall and 

use addition 

and 

subtraction 
facts to 20 

fluently, and 

derive and 

use related 

facts up to 

100. 

 Add and 

subtract 

numbers 

using 

concrete 

objects, 
pictorial 

representatio

ns, and 

mentally, 

including: a 

two-digit 

number and 

ones; a two-

digit number 

and tens; two 

two-digit 

numbers; 

adding three 
one-digit 

numbers. 

 Show that the 

addition of 

two numbers 

can be done 

in any order 

(commutative) 

and 

subtraction 

of one number 

from another 

cannot. 
 Solve 

problems with 

 Recognise 

and use 

symbols for 

pounds (£) 
and pence 

(p); combine 

amounts to 

make a 

particular 

value. 

 Find different 

combinations 

of coins that 

equal the 

same 

amounts of 
money. 

 Solve simple 

problems in 

a 

practical 

context 

involving 

addition and 

subtraction 

of money of 

the same 

unit, 

including 
giving 

change. 

 Recall and 

use 

multiplication 

and division 
facts for the 

2, 5 and 10 

times tables, 

including 

recognising 

odd and even 

numbers. 

 Calculate 

mathematical 

statements 

for 

multiplication 
and division 

within the 

multiplication 

tables and 

write 

them using 

the 

multiplication 

(x), division 

(÷) and 

equals (=) 

sign. 

 Solve 
problems 

involving 

multiplication 

and division, 

using 

materials, 

arrays, 

repeated 

addition, 

mental 

methods and 

multiplication 

and division 
facts, 

including 



Activities for parents and children: 
 Practise counting in 2’s, 3’s, 4’s, 5’s and 10’s and 

secure rapid recall of the 2, 3, 4, 5 and 10 x tables. 
Times tables cards – to achieve bronze, the times 

table must be said in order. To achieve silver, the 

times tables must be answered in a random order. To 
achieve gold, related division facts must be 

recalled in a random order. 
 Go to the shops – work out how much items cost 

together, find the correct coins to pay and then work 

out the change! 
 Work with recipes to double and half the ingredients. 

You could practise reading the scales with your 

child, referring to the units used. 
 When playing games ask your child to add up the 

scores. Can they use subtraction to work out the 
difference between scores? 

 

Useful websites: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wwydguSKOU 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E7gpzlQ-9hM 
http://www.maths-games.org/adding-games.html 

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/counting 

addition and 

subtraction: 

using 

concrete 

objects and 

pictorial 

representatio

ns, including 

those 
involving 

numbers, 

quantities 

and 

measures; 

applying 

their 

increasing 

knowledge of 

mental and 

written 

methods. 

 Recognise 
and use the 

inverse 

relationship 

between 

addition and 

subtraction 

and use this 

to check 

calculations 

and solve 

missing 

number 
problems 

problems in 

contexts. 

 Show that the 

multiplication 

of two 

numbers can 

be done in 

any order 

(commutative) 
and division 

of one number 

by another 

cannot. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wwydguSKOU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E7gpzlQ-9hM
http://www.maths-games.org/adding-games.html
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/counting


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Science 
 

Living in Habitats 
 

Our unit in autumn term is ‘Living in Habitats’.  We 

will be learning about different habitats and all 
the living things within them. We will be exploring 

first the difference between living and non-living 
things, we will then find out about habitats in 

familiar local areas, such as woodlands, before 
looking further afield from seasides to the Sahara! 

 
 

Here are some of the objectives we will be exploring 
in this unit:  
 

 To be able to identify things that are living, things 
that are dead and things that have never been alive 

 To understand that living things need to live in 
suitable habitats 

 To explore the plants and animals that live in 

seaside habitats 
 To be able to explore plants and animals in an 

unfamiliar habitat 

 To be able to explore and describe a micro-habitat. 
 To explore food chains in a habitat 

 
 

Useful websites: 
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-habitat  

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?q=habitats  

https://www.stem.org.uk/ 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-habitat
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?q=habitats
https://www.stem.org.uk/


 

 

 

Science 
Materials 

 
Pupils explore different materials and begin to link 

properties with the use of the material, carrying out an 
investigation to decide on the best material for a 

particular use and imagining what objects would be like 

if they were made from “silly” materials.  They learn 
about the life of John Boyd Dunlop who invented the 

pneumatic tyre. 

 

 

 

 

Key Concepts 
 That material properties are linked to their use 

 That the shape of some materials can be changed 
by forces 

 

Developing scientific thinking 
This unit supports the following elements in particular: 

 Asking simple questions and recognising that they 
can be answered in different ways  

 Performing simple tests  

 Identifying and classifying  
 Using their observations and ideas to suggest 

answers to questions  
 Gathering and recording data to help in answering 

questions. 
 

 

 

Useful websites: 
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zrssgk7 

https://www.science-sparks.com/materials-ks1/ 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Interactive.aspx?cat=63 
https://www.theschoolrun.com/science/materials 
 

https://www.booklife.co.uk/collections/science/materials
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zrssgk7
https://www.science-sparks.com/materials-ks1/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Interactive.aspx?cat=63
https://www.theschoolrun.com/science/materials


 
 

 
Computing 

 
We are Researchers  

In this unit, the children will research a topic – 

safely, effectively and efficiently – using a 
structured approach. They will share their findings 

with others through a short multimedia presentation.  
By the end of this unit, children will have achieved 

the following:  

o Develop collaboration skills through working as part 
of a group  

o Develop research skills through searching for 

information on the internet  
o Improve note-taking skills through the use of mind 

mapping  
o Develop presentation skills through creating and 

delivering a short multimedia presentation. 

 

We Are Detectives 

In this unit, the children will be challenged to solve 

a mystery by reading, sending and replying to 
emails, and by listening to a witness statement. 

They use a fact file sheet to create a table and 

identify the culprit. 
This unit will enable the children to: 

 Understand that email can be used to communicate. 
 Develop skills in opening, composing and sending 

emails. 

 Gain skills in opening and listening to audio files 
on the computer. 

 Use appropriate language in emails. 
 Develop skills in editing and formatting text in 

emails. 

 Be aware of e-safety issues when using email. 
 

Useful websites: 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zyhbwmn 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-nMUbHuffO8 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fessaynparagraph.com%2Fcomputer%2F&ei=QQ6UVfe6G8bY7Ab-nbC4Aw&psig=AFQjCNGkvpE6HkqxLnBeWP89nqaml36Ebw&ust=1435852726085429
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zyhbwmn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-nMUbHuffO8


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Art and Design 

 

During Art and Design this term we will be linking our 
unit with our topic London’s Burning.  

 
Children will: 

 Use pastels and chalks to create a portrait of the 

Great Fire in the style of famous artists of the 

time. 

 Explore light and dark, and using chalk to create 

flames.  

 Think about shapes and colours in flames and use 

collage to create a depiction of the Great Fire of 

London using tissue paper.  

 Create 3-D pictures of a London landmark destroyed 

in the Great Fire of London.  

 Look at a painting of the Great Fire through the 

arches of a bridge and recreating in a 3-D picture.  

 
 

 
 

Useful websites: 

https://www.artuk.org/discover/artworks/the-great-fire-of-
london-1666-50496 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/19KLTps7SJLrfl0P
qq2QJmN/blaze-of-glory-commemorating-great-fire-on-the-

thames 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

  

 

https://www.artuk.org/discover/artworks/the-great-fire-of-london-1666-50496
https://www.artuk.org/discover/artworks/the-great-fire-of-london-1666-50496
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/19KLTps7SJLrfl0Pqq2QJmN/blaze-of-glory-commemorating-great-fire-on-the-thames
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/19KLTps7SJLrfl0Pqq2QJmN/blaze-of-glory-commemorating-great-fire-on-the-thames
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/19KLTps7SJLrfl0Pqq2QJmN/blaze-of-glory-commemorating-great-fire-on-the-thames


 
Design & Technology 

Free Standing Structures 

 
Designing- 

When designing, children will understand the 
context they are working in, thinking about who 

their products will be for and deciding what tasks 
they will perform. They will have opportunities to 

generate, develop, model and communicate ideas in 

a variety of ways, including spoken language, 
drawings, templates, mock-ups, prototypes and 

pattern pieces. 
Making- 

When making, children will select from a range of 
tools and equipment, explaining their choices. They 

will also have opportunities to choose the materials 
and components they will need, thinking about 

their working characteristics.  They will follow 
procedures for safety and hygiene and develop a 

repertoire of practical skills and techniques, 
working with increasing accuracy. 
Evaluating- 

When evaluating, children will make increasingly 
sophisticated judgements about their own ideas 

and products against design criteria. They will 
consider the views of others in order to improve 

their work. They will also investigate and evaluate 
existing products using a variety of questioning 

techniques. 
 

Following this process, children will have the 
opportunity to remake their structure, making any 

necessary changes. 

 

Useful Websites: 
https://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/best-structure-

building-activities-kids/ 

https://www.wikkistix.com/lesson-plans/stem-for-kids-
tower-building-challenge/ 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://stonydean.bucks.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/DesignAndTechnology.png&imgrefurl=http://stonydean.bucks.sch.uk/design-and-technology/&docid=B2HOZDmy9mcH0M&tbnid=zJvJRbGNKt2fjM:&vet=10ahUKEwj1yo2dq6vcAhWO3KQKHakZDn4QMwjjASgOMA4..i&w=900&h=219&safe=strict&bih=775&biw=1600&q=design%20technology&ved=0ahUKEwj1yo2dq6vcAhWO3KQKHakZDn4QMwjjASgOMA4&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/best-structure-building-activities-kids/
https://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/best-structure-building-activities-kids/


 

 

Useful Information for Year 2 

 

As Year 2 pupils, your child will be given spellings on a 
Monday to be learnt for the following week. Please can 

you ensure your child returns their yellow spelling book 
ready for the test on the following Monday. A levelled 

reading book will be given out when the previous levelled 

reading book has been read and returned to school. If 
you have read with your child, a record of this should be 

made in your child’s planner. We actively encourage the 
children to read every evening, for at least 10 minutes.  

 

Please encourage your child to be well prepared for 
school; remembering to bring homework, planners, reading 

books, spelling books and the correct named P.E. kit. If 
they attend an after school sports and use their P.E. kit, 

please ensure it is returned to school in time for their 

next PE session. 
 

Using the Home Guide 

Please use your Home Guide to support any work, which 
you may choose to do with your child at home. The idea 

behind the guide is to provide some suggestions for 
activities which will reinforce the learning taking place 

at school. 

 
If at anytime you have any worries or concerns, please do 

not hesitate to contact us.  
 

Thank you for your support.  

 
Miss Thompson, Mrs Legender and Mr Farrell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=Lt6hPTE0nsohHM&tbnid=tE1IXK5uieDanM:&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.primarytopics.co.uk%2Fmaths%2Fcalculating%2Fmental%2Fmental.htm&ei=roSoU7ePNa3A7AbL-YC4Dg&psig=AFQjCNErIUUUBEIsZCWBvpe7tyUxUG0Ctg&ust=1403639343013012


 

 

 

 
Targets for Autumn Term 

 

English (Writing) 

 To demarcate sentences with capital letters and full 
stops. 

 

 To spell most common exception words correctly. (If you 
would like a list of these spellings; please see your 

child’s class teacher). 
 

 To write capital and lower case letters of correct 

size/orientation/relationship to one another and to use 
spacing between words that reflects the size of the 

letters.  
 To use both familiar and new punctuation correctly: 

full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks and 

question marks. 
 To use the conjunctions: and, but, so, because to join 

sentences together. 

 To learn to use adjectives/expanded noun phases to 
add detail and description to their writing.  

 
English (Reading) 

 To read accurately by blending the sounds in words 

that contain the graphemes taught so far, especially 
recognising alternative sounds for graphemes. 

 To understand both the books that they can already 
read accurately and fluently and those that they 

listen to.  

 To make inferences on the basis of what is being said 
and done.  

 To predict what might happen on the basis of what 
has been read so far.  

 

Maths 
 To recall and use addition and subtraction facts to 20 

fluently, and derive and use related facts up to and 

past 100.  
 To read and write the numbers to 100.  

 To learn and recall the 2, 5 and 10 times table and the 
associated division facts. 

 To recognise the place value of each digit in a two 

digit number e.g. The number 23 has two tens and 3 
ones. 



 To add and subtract a two-digit number and ones (23 + 

5) and a two-digit number and tens (46+20), using 
apparatus or pictorial representations, where no 

regrouping is required.  
 To use times tables knowledge to help solve 

multiplication and division calculations.  

 To find different combinations of coins that equal the 
same amounts of money. 

 


