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Autumn Term 2020 
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

After a very strange and unsettling year, we hope that you have all had a 

lovely summer holiday and that you are looking forward to getting back to 

school.  

 

Our theme topic this term will be ‘Roman Ruin’. This will be broken down 

into weekly questions based around the key skills in Geography and History 

at the appropriate level. 

 

This home guide includes more information on the areas we will be covering 

this term, and activities and websites you can use at home to support your 

child’s learning.  We have also included targets for this term in English and 

Maths.   

 

Subjects such as R.E, PSHCE, Music and Maths will continue to be taught 

independently, although cross-curricular links will be made. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Roman Ruin’ 

 

During the Autumn Term, we will be exploring the topic of ‘The Romans’.  

We will have a main history focus based on who the Romans were and why 

they invaded different countries across Europe. 

 

Ideas we will be exploring include: 

 Emperors 

 Roman Gods and Goddesses 

 Invasion 

 Arts and Crafts 

 Roman Soldiers 

 Roman Empire 

 

The theme is very exciting and we hope that the children will enjoy 

exploring Roman life as well as the invasions that took place and the 

settlements they created.  We will explore the impact that the Romans had 

on Britain and how their work and buildings still have a huge impact on our 

lives in the modern day. 

 

Activities for children and parents: 

 Draw a Roman soldier 

 Research a Roman God or Goddess 

 Draw a map of the Roman Empire 

 Research different Emperors 

 

Useful Websites: 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/Romans.html 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zwmpfg8 

http://www.historyforkids.net/ancient-rome.html 

 

 

 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/Romans.html
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zwmpfg8
http://www.historyforkids.net/ancient-rome.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English 
 

In English this term, we will be focusing on:  

 

Stories in Familiar Settings: 

We are going to explore a series of short stories, all set in a familiar location.  We 

hope to unpick each of the stories to explore the vocabulary and the impact of 

the author’s decisions and then write our own stories set in a familiar place.  We 

hope that we will be able to make them exciting! 

 

Information Texts: 

Children will explore different information texts so that they can eventually write 

their own.  We are going to use our Romans topic theme to help us choose which 

texts to explore in most detail.  Then, we will create booklets and extended 

writing all about the Roman Empire. 

 

Poetry (image poems and syllabic poems): 

We will explore two different themes within poetry.  The image poetry will cast 

pictures inside the minds of the children so we will look at the vocabulary used to 

help build the stories of the poems.  The syllabic poetry will take the form of 

haikus or cinquains where the children will need to rehearse their counting skills 

for the number of syllables used in each poem. 

 

Fantasy Stories: 

We are going to look at the well-known story ‘The Butterfly Lion’ to explore this 

unit.  We will read it as a class and break down the story into chunks so the 

children can explore the setting and characters to help them create their own 

versions of a story with a fantasy element. 

 

 

Websites: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/English/ 

http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/interactive/literacy/index.htm 

http://bbc.co.uk/schoolradio  

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/English/
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/interactive/literacy/index.htm
http://bbc.co.uk/schoolradio


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths 

 

 

Place Value 

 Count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1000.  

 Find 1000 more or less than a given number.  

 Recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number 

(thousands, hundreds, tens and ones). 

 Order and compare numbers beyond 1000.  

 Identify, represent and estimate numbers using different 

representations.  

 Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000.  

 Solve number and practical problems that involve all of the above 

and with increasingly large positive numbers.  

 

Addition and Subtraction 

 Represent and use number bonds and related subtraction facts 

within 10.  

 Read, write and interpret mathematical statements involving 

addition, subtraction and equals signs.  

 Add and subtract one digit numbers to 10, including zero.  

 Solve one-step problems that involve addition and subtraction, 

using concrete objects and pictorial representations and missing 

number problems. 

 

Measurement: Length and Perimeter 

 Measure and calculate the perimeter of a rectilinear figure 

(including squares) in centimetres and metres.  

 Covert between different units of measure. For example, kilometre 

to metre.  

 

Multiplication and Division  



 Recall and use multiplication and division facts for multiplication 

tables up to 12x12.  

 Count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1000.  

 Use place value, known and derived facts to multiply and divide 

mentally, including: multiplying by 0 and 1; dividing by 1; multiplying 

together three numbers.  

 Solve problems involving multiplying and adding, including using the 

distributive law to multiply two-digit numbers by one digit, integer 

scaling problems and harder correspondence problems such a n 

objects are connected to m objects.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Science 

 

Classification: 

The children will be learning about what groups animals belong to by looking 

at similarities and differences between them. We will identify the 

difference between the two main groups: vertebrates and invertebrates, 

learning to identify which animals have backbones and which ones do not. 

The children will also learn about habitats and what different animals 

require to survive. During the unit, we will visit and explore animal habitats 

to see what  

 

Respecting Our Environment:  

During this Science unit, we will be identifying how humans have had an 

impact on our environment.  We will think about ways in which humans can 

cause damage and also protect or improve our environments. The children 

will present their ideas in different ways, using scientific vocabulary and 

observations.  
 

Websites: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zn22pv4/articles/z3nb

cwx  

https://www.mensaforkids.org/teach/lesson-plans/classifying-

animals/  

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/content/animals/kidscorner

/classification/kc_class_again.htm  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z33jk2p/revision/1  

https://www.iamgreenwise.com/environment-and-kids/  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zn22pv4/articles/z3nbcwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zn22pv4/articles/z3nbcwx
https://www.mensaforkids.org/teach/lesson-plans/classifying-animals/
https://www.mensaforkids.org/teach/lesson-plans/classifying-animals/
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/content/animals/kidscorner/classification/kc_class_again.htm
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/content/animals/kidscorner/classification/kc_class_again.htm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z33jk2p/revision/1
https://www.iamgreenwise.com/environment-and-kids/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Computing 

 

Across the term, we will be covering basic skills. The children will be able 

to use both laptops and iPads in school.  This will involve using a touch pad 

and working on improving their typing skills using a keyboard.  

 

Throughout the whole of Year 4, we will be promoting e-safety as a priority 

as the children will need to know how to remain safe online, when using both 

apps and internet browsers.  These lessons will feature in every half term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Design & Technology 

Mechanical Systems – Levers and Linkages: 

The children are going to investigate, analyse and evaluate books and, 

where available, other products which have a range of lever and linkage 

mechanisms. We will make examples of lever and linkage mechanisms 

though focused tasks. The children will select from, use appropriate tools 

with some accuracy to cut, shape, and join paper and card. Our outcome 

of this unit will be to make a greetings card with moving parts. 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art 

During the term, children will link their work to the theme of ‘The 

Romans’.  We will explore Roman artwork from the time period and other 

images created since then.  Our focus will be on Roman mosaics.  The 

children will need to examine the mosaic images we find and then will need 

to design their own before making it. 

 

Children will also be given the task of designing and creating an effective 

poster to advertise a new museum attraction based on a recent Roman 

discovery. 

 

At the end of the term, children will be putting on a showcase of their 

artwork!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Useful Information 

 

Children in Year 4 will be given theme linked homework at the start of 

every half term to be completed in homework books and handed in the 

before the end of the half term. Homework can be handed in on regular 

intervals to collect points, we suggest handing it in on a Monday so your 

points can be counted.  

 

‘MyMaths’ homework will be set on a Friday if applicable and paper copies 

of the homework can be provided if they are requested. Maths homework 

will always be linked to what is being taught in class at that time.  

 

The homework is appropriate to the level of ability of each child, with some 

challenge for extension.  Children may need some support at home but this 

should really only be for guidance.   

 

In addition, spellings will be issued on a Friday for a test the following 

Friday. We would encourage the children to read for 20 minutes each day, 

this should be recorded in homework planners.   

 

Please encourage your child to be well prepared for school, remembering 

to bring: homework, planners, reading books, spellings and the correct P.E. 

kits. 

 

PE will take place twice a week. All children will need their PE kits for each 

lesson, including both their indoor and outdoor kits as PE will take place 

outside whenever possible.  Please ensure that your child has all items in 

their PE kit to ensure that they can take part fully in the session.   

 

Using the Home Guide 

The guide is to keep you informed about the topics and themes being 

studied at school and to offer ideas for activities at home.  

If at any time you have any worries or concerns, please do not hesitate to 

contact us. 



May we also take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support, 

we look forward to working with you all again this term. 

 

Mr Richards, Miss Rigg and Mr Greenwood 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Year 4 Targets 

 

These are the targets that the children will be working on throughout the 

year.  

 

Reading 

● Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and 

suffixes, both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new 

words they meet 

● Read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences 

between spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word. 

● Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they 

read. 

● Understand what they read, in books they can read independently, 

● Retrieve and record information from non-fiction 

● Participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and 

those they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what 

others say. 

 

Writing 

● Plan their writing 

● Discussing and recording ideas 

● Draft and write 

● Organising paragraphs around a theme 

● In narratives, creating settings, characters and plot 

● In non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [for 

example, headings and sub-headings] 



● Evaluate and edit by assessing the effectiveness of their own 

writing  

● Extending the range of sentences with more than one clause by 

using a wider range of conjunctions, including when, if, because, although 

● Using the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past 

tense 

● Choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion 

and to avoid repetition 

● Using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and 

cause 

● Using fronted adverbials 

 

Maths 

● Find 1000 more or less than a given number 

● Recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number 

(thousands, hundreds, tens, and ones)  

● Order and compare numbers beyond 1000  

● Identify, represent and estimate numbers using different 

representations   

● Solve number and practical problems that involve all of the above 

and with increasingly large positive numbers  

● Add and subtract numbers with up to 4 digits using the formal 

written methods of column addition and subtraction where appropriate 

● Recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables up 

to 12 × 12 

 

 

 

 

 


