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Autumn – 2020 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

As summer draws to a close, we are looking forward to a new school year 

filled with lots of exciting projects. 

 

Our Creative Curriculum topic this term will be based around the Anglo-

Saxons. The children will be learning about this topic through History, 

English and Art.  

 

This home guide includes more information on the areas we will be covering 

this half term, and activities and websites you can use at home to support 

your child’s learning.   

 

Subjects such as R.E, PSHCE, Music and Maths will continue to be taught 

independently, although cross-curricular links will be made where 

applicable. 
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Invaders 

 

In Topic this term, we will be studying Invaders and focusing on 

the Anglo Saxon invasion of Britain. Throughout this Topic the 

children will be exploring the reasons behind the invasion of 

Britain, how Anglo Saxon life was in Britain, how the Epic 

Beowulf gives insight into the past and how they worshipped as 

a people. The children will be using a range of both primary and 

secondary resources to support their learning and further their 

understanding of the topic.  

We will be using the Power Projects homework during this term 

which will allow the children to choose their homework 

depending on the area of the topic covered within that week.  
 

 

Useful Websites: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxsbcdm  

https://www.history.org.uk/primary/resource/3865/anglo-saxons-a-brief-history 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/anglo-saxons/  
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English 

 

In English this term, we will be focusing on a range of fiction, non-fiction 

and poetry. A continued focus on punctuation and grammar will delivered 

during the daily lessons. Below is a list of the units we will cover and a brief 

description of the content within each unit.  

 

Instructions and Explanations: 

Hover boards and Doggie Umbrellas meet new-fangled escalators and dial 

telephones in a unit, which explores instructions and explanations in the 

context of changing technology. Children try pitching in the Dragon's Den 

and create guides for futuristic travel. 

 

Reports and Journalistic Writing: 

Using Tuesday by David Wiesner, the children will study report writing. 

This includes looking at different ways of writing speech – play scripts, 

speech bubbles, direct and reported speech. They will compare formal and 

informal writing including use of passive voice. Finally the children will write 

newspaper reports. 

 

Classic Poems: 

The children will use Carroll’s Walrus and the Carpenter to stimulate 

performance, discussion and persuasive writing in this poetry unit.  Belloc's 

Cautionary Tales will provide cause for debate and the children will end the 

unit writing their own modern day cautionary poems. 

 

Recounts:  

Using the context of UFOs, children explore recounts investigating genuine 

documents, discussing famous sightings and researching notorious hoaxes 

(UFOs and Aliens: Investigating Extraterrestrial Visitors - Extreme! by 

Paul Mason, UFO Diary by Satoshi Kitamura). Children write a diary entry 
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and create their own hoax UFO photo and report. A presentation to parents 

completes the unit. 

 

Biographies and Autobiographies: 

The children will use biographies of Roald Dahl & Michael Morpurgo (both 

books & online) and their autobiographical writing to identify features of 

biographies & autobiographies. They will use the texts to study dialogue, 

noun phrases & complex sentences and then write their own 

autobiographies. 

 

Observational poetry:  

This unit encourages children to think about how poetry can make the 

ordinary extraordinary. They enjoy a selection of modern and classic poems 

as we explore word choices and imagery. They will be able to identify poetic 

features while using the correct terminology such as: similes, metaphors 

and personification. Children will make careful observations and bring the 

poems to life by producing paintings to inspire them to write their own 

poetry. Grammar includes expanded noun phrases and relative clauses. 

 

 

 

Websites 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/english/   

https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks2/english/ 
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Maths 

 

We will follow the National Curriculum, focusing on the main areas of: 

number and place value; addition and subtraction; multiplication and 

division; perimeter and area. 

Throughout the term the children will: 

Compare and order negative numbers 

Add and subtract 1, 10, 100, 1000, 10,000 and 100,000 to/from six-digit 

numbers 

Round 6-digit numbers to the nearest 1000, 10,000, and 100,000 

Read and write Roman numerals to 1000 (M) 

Introduce 3-place decimals 

Multiply and divide by 10, 100, 1000 

Solve word problems needing mental multiplication or division 

Know equivalence between percentages and fractions 

Use equivalence with fractions to find percentages 

Measure and draw angles using a protractor 

Recognise acute, obtuse and reflex angles 

Draw polygons to given dimensions and angles 

Use equivalence to compare and order fractions; Convert improper 

fractions to mixed numbers 

Revise adding and subtracting fractions with related denominators 

Add and subtract mixed numbers with related denominators 

Revise column subtraction of 5-digit numbers 

Find common multiples and common factors. 

Solve problems requiring scaling by simple fractions. 

Recognise and use square numbers and cube numbers. 

Use short division to divide 4-digit numbers by single-digit numbers, 

expressing the remainders as fraction. 

Use short multiplication to multiply 4-digit numbers by single-digit 

numbers. 
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Use grid method to multiply 3-digit numbers by 2-digit numbers. 

Use long multiplication to multiply 3-digit numbers by 2-digit numbers. 

Read timetables using the 24-hour clock; calculate time intervals. 

Calculate time intervals and find a time a given number of minutes or hours 

and minutes later. 

Draw and interpret line graphs and read intermediate points; Introduce 

rate. 

Revise place value in numbers with three decimal places; Convert between 

kilograms and grams, litres and millilitres, metres and kilometres. 

Compare and order numbers with three decimal places and place on a line. 

Use counting up to find change and differences between prices; Check 

subtraction with addition. 

Use long multiplication to multiply a 3-digit number by a 2-digit number less 

than 30; Use rounding to estimate answers. 

Revise multiplying fractions by whole numbers; Simplify answers. 

Multiply mixed numbers by whole numbers. 

Revise column addition of whole numbers, decimals and money. 

Revise short division of 4-digit numbers, expressing remainders as 

fractions. 

Solve single and multi-step problems, working out which calculation(s) are 

necessary. 

Understand and use equivalence. 

 

Possible activities for home 

 

 Continue to practice all tables up to 12 times 12 and the corresponding 

division facts. 

 Home baking, measuring all ingredients accurately 

 Manage shopping, find the total cost of a small number of items and 

calculate the change. Can they work out percentages of amounts from 

shopping bills?  

 Using 12 hour and 24 hour clock times to plan events 

 

Websites 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/maths/  

http://www.mathszone.co.uk   

http://nrich.maths.org/frontpage  

http://www.teachingandlearningresources.co.uk/funmaths.shtml  

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/maths/
http://www.mathszone.co.uk/
http://nrich.maths.org/frontpage
http://www.teachingandlearningresources.co.uk/funmaths.shtml


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science 

 

We will be focusing on one Science topic this term:  

Mixtures and Reactions  

Children will: 
 compare and group together everyday materials on the basis of their 

properties, including their hardness, solubility, transparency, conductivity 

(electrical and thermal), and response to magnets  

 know that some materials will dissolve in liquid to form a solution, and 

describe how to recover a substance from a solution  

 use knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to decide how mixtures might 

be separated, including through filtering, sieving and evaporating  

 give reasons, based on evidence from comparative and fair tests, for the 

particular uses of everyday materials, including metals, wood and plastic  

 demonstrate that dissolving, mixing and changes of state are reversible 

changes  

 explain that some changes result in the formation of new materials, and 

that this kind of change is not usually reversible, including changes 

associated with burning and the action of acid on bicarbonate of soda. 

Forces in Action 

Children will learn: 
 To explain that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth because of 

the force of gravity acting between the Earth and the falling object.  

 To identify the effects of friction acting between moving surfaces. 
 To identify and explain the effects of air resistance. 

 To identify and explain the effects of water resistance. 

 To recognise that levers and pulleys allow a smaller force to have a 

greater effect. 
 To recognise that gears allow a smaller force to have a greater effect. 

 

Web sites 

http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/revision/science/   

http://www.channel4learning.com/apps26/learning/microsites/E/essentia

ls/science/index.shtml  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/science/  

http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/revision/science/
http://www.channel4learning.com/apps26/learning/microsites/E/essentials/science/index.shtml
http://www.channel4learning.com/apps26/learning/microsites/E/essentials/science/index.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/science/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Computing 

 

Across the term we will be covering the topic: 

 

Development of basic skills  

 

The children will be practising their use of both the IPads and laptops 

during the first half term. They will be looking at the use and 

manipulation of Microsoft office programs, which will aid them 

throughout the year. We will also be covering basic typing skills using a 

keyboard and editing their text. Finally, we will focus on Microsoft 

PowerPoint and how it can be used to effectively deliver information using 

a range of features.  

 

 

We are Cryptographers  
 

The pupils learn more about communicating information securely through 

an introduction to cryptography (the science of keeping communication 

and information secret). They investigate early methods of 

communicating over distances, learn about two early ciphers, and consider 

what makes a secure password. 
This unit will enable the children to:  

 be familiar with semaphore and Morse code 

 understand the need for private information to be encrypted 

 encrypt and decrypt messages in simple ciphers 

 appreciate the need to use complex passwords and to keep them secure 

 have some understanding of how encryption works on the web. 

Pupils will also be taught how to use the internet safely through E-Safety 

lessons which will include: 
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* How to use search technologies effectively, appreciate how results are 

selected and ranked, and be discerning in evaluating digital content  

 

*How to use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise 

acceptable/unacceptable behaviour; identify a range of ways to report 

concerns about content and contact. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiUqfnRhvDNAhVrKMAKHcmWBWkQjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Scratch&psig=AFQjCNGpNYT7_ruP-m6sb_UhhnTxOqszLg&ust=1468485956166224


 

      

Art 

 

 

This term our Art topic will be based on the topic ‘Invaders’.  

 

The children will be taught: 

 To use pastels to draw an Anglo Saxon shield. 

 To design an Anglo Saxon shield.  

 To create an Anglo Saxon shield.  

 To evaluate an Anglo Saxon shield.  

 To create an Anglo Saxon helmet using clay. 

 To paint an Anglo-Saxon helmet. 

 To sketch an Anglo Saxon house. 

Throughout the lessons, children will design, create and evaluate every 

piece of art that they produce. The children will use different materials 

and practise various techniques before creating their final piece. The 

work that the children produce will be linked to the topic and some 

historical information will be discussed as to how the actual artefacts 

were originally made in the past.  

 

Selected work from the children will be displayed in our Year 5 area for 

visitors to view as they walk around the school.  
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Design and Technology 

 
 

In Autumn Term, the children will have the opportunity to investigate and 

create an object involving pulleys or gears.   

 

The structure of the lessons will be as follows: 
 

 Discussing and revising prior learning of axles, electrical circuits and 

cutting and joining a range of materials.  

 Designing a product based on their own research whilst being able to 

communicate their ideas through annotated and exploded drawings.  

 Making their product by following their own step by step plan and if 

appropriate working as part of a group to complete a task.  

 Evaluating the final product and comparing it to the original design 

specification. They will also consider the views of others when thinking 

about how they could improve their product.  

 Show an understanding that mechanical and electrical systems have an 

input, process and then an output. Explain how gears and pulleys can be 

used to speed up, slow down or change the direction of movement.  

 Build up a range of technical vocabulary relevant to the project.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Useful Information 

 

Children in Year 5 will be given homework on a Friday to be completed and 

handed in by the following Thursday. Homework will be linked to what we 

have been learning in class or what we will be learning the following week. 

The homework is appropriate to the level of ability of your child with some 

challenge for extension – children may need some support at home but this 

should really only be for guidance.  Children will also receive a piece of 

Maths homework on ‘MyMaths’ and Times Tables to complete in their new 

workbooks.  

 

In addition regular spellings will be issued on a Friday for assessment the 

following Friday. We encourage the children to read for 20 minutes each 

day, this should be recorded in homework planners. 

 

Please encourage your child to be well prepared for school; remembering 

to bring homework, planners, reading books and the correct P.E. kits, 

including their outside kit as PE will take place outside whenever possible.   

Please ensure that your child has all items in their PE kit to ensure that 

they can take part fully in the session.   

 

Using the Home Guide 

 

The guide is to keep you informed about the topics and themes being 

studied at school and to offer ideas for activities at home.  

If at any time you have any worries or concerns please do not hesitate to 

contact us. 

 

 

 
Mr Stokes  & Miss Blackett  
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English Targets 

 

Children working at Stage 5 are expected to: 

 

Plan their writing by: identifying the audience for and 

purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form. 

Plan their writing by: noting and developing initial ideas.  

Draft and write by: selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary. 

Draft and write by: using a range of devices to build cohesion within 

paragraphs.  

Draft and write by: using further organisational and presentational devices 

to structure text and to guide the reader.  

Evaluate and edit by: assessing the effectiveness of their own writing.  

Evaluate and edit by: proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and 

punctuation to enhance effects.  

Evaluate and edit by: ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense 

throughout a piece of writing.  

Evaluate & edit by: ensuring correct subject-verb agreement when using 

singular & plural, distinguish between the language of speech & writing.  

Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors.  

Use the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause. 

Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely. 

Use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility. 

Use relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that 

or with an implied (i.e. omitted) relative pronoun. 

Use commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing. 

Use brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis. 

Learn the grammar for St 5.  Use & understand the St 5 grammatical 

terminology. 

Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by: choosing which shape 

of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or not to join 

specific letters. 

Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by: choosing the writing 

implement that is best suited for a task. 

Use further suffixes and understand the guidelines for adding them. 

Spell some words with silent letters. 

Distinguish between homophones and other words which are often 

confused. 

Use dictionaries to check the spelling of words. 

Use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning 

or both in a dictionary. 



Maths Targets 

 

Children working at Stage 5 are expected to: 

 

Read, write, order & compare numbers to at least 1 000 

000 and determine the value of each digit. 

Count forwards or backwards in steps of powers of 10 for any given number 

up to 1 000 000. Round any number up to 1 000 000 to the nearest 10, 100, 

1000, 10 000 and 100 000. 

Interpret negative numbers in context, count forwards and backwards with 

positive and negative whole numbers including through zero. 

Read Roman numerals to 1000 (M) and recognise years written in Roman 

numerals.  

Add and subtract whole numbers with more than 4 digits, including using 

formal written methods (columnar addition and subtraction). 

Add and subtract numbers mentally with increasingly large numbers. 

Solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in contexts, deciding 

which operations and methods to use and why. 

Identify multiples and factors, including finding all factor pairs of a 

number, and common factors of two numbers. 

Know and use the vocabulary of prime numbers, prime factors and 

composite (non-prime) numbers. Establish whether a number up to 100 is 

prime and recall prime numbers up to 19. 

Multiply numbers up to 4 digits by a 1- or 2-digit number using a formal 

written method. Divide numbers up to 4 digits by a 1-digit number using the 

formal written method of short division. 

Multiply and divide whole numbers and those involving decimals by 10, 100 

and 1000.  

Recognise and use square numbers and cube numbers, and the notation for 

squared and cubed. 

Compare and order fractions whose denominators are all multiples of the 

same number. Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator and 

multiples of the same number. 

Identify, name and write equivalent fractions of a given fraction, 

represented visually, including tenths and hundredths. 

Recognise mixed numbers and improper fractions and convert from one 

form to the other and write mathematical statements > 1 as a mixed 

number. 

Multiply proper fractions and mixed numbers by whole numbers, supported 

by materials and diagrams. 



Round decimals with two decimal places to the nearest whole number and 

to one decimal place. 

Read, write, order and compare numbers with up to three decimal places. 

Solve problems involving number up to three decimal places. 

Solve problems which require knowing percentage and decimal equivalents 

of ⅟₂, ⅟₄, ⅟₅, ⅖, ⅘ and those with a denominator of a multiple of 10 or 25. 

Convert between different units of metric measure (e.g. km & m; cm & m; 

cm & mm; g & kg; l & ml). Use approx. equivalences between metric and 

imperial units (e.g. inches, pounds & pints). 

Measure & calculate the perimeter of composite rectilinear shapes in 

cm/m. Calculate the area of squares/rectangles using standard units, 

square cm/m and estimate the area of irregular shapes. 

Estimate volume (e.g. using 1 cm blocks to build cubes/cuboids) and capacity 

(e.g. using water).  

Solve problems involving converting between units of time. Use all four 

operations to solve problems involving measure (e.g. length, mass, volume, 

money) using decimal notation including scaling. 

Identify 3-D shapes, including cubes and other cuboids, from 2-D 

representations. 

Know angles are measured in degrees: estimate and compare acute, obtuse 

and reflex angles. Draw given angles, and measure them in degrees. 

Identify: angles at a point and one whole turn (total 360⁰); angles at a point 

on a straight line and ½ a turn (total 180⁰); other multiples of 90⁰. 

Use the properties of rectangles to deduce related facts and find missing 

lengths and angles.  

Identify, describe and represent the position of a shape following a 

reflection or translation, using the appropriate language, and know that the 

shape has not changed. 

Solve comparison, sum and difference problems using information 

presented in a line graph. 

Complete, read and interpret information in tables, including timetables. 


