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Dear Families, 
 
As we return to school following the half term break, I would like to share an exciting change 
for our Early Years settings. At Prior’s Mill we are always keen to be at the forefront of new 
developments and changes within education and we are pleased to share that we have 
become an ‘Early Adopter’ school and will be piloting the new Early Years Statutory Guidance 
and Early Learning Goals before the statutory implementation in September 2021. We are 
therefore exempt from the current national statutory requirements for Early Years and will in 
place adopt the new requirements from the pilot scheme. Children at the end of reception year 
2020/2021 will not be assessed against the current Early Learning Goals (ELGs) but instead 
against the EYFS profile as set out in the EYFS early adopter framework. This data will then be 
submitted to our local authority. 
 
The main changes for staff will be teaching, learning and assessments will follow the pilot EYFS 
framework which part of the ‘Development Matters’ document. This document has been 
revised for the early adopter schools and sets out the learning development and assessment 
requirements for all children from birth until the end of Reception year. There have been some 
changes to the early years educational programme and the areas of learning which steer our 
curriculum and expectations.  
 
The way in which our children are taught and assessed will continue to be through a balance of 
adult and child led activities with learning through purposeful play remaining a pinnacle focus 
of our practice. Our children will continue to be taught a creative and balanced curriculum with 
opportunities to develop and apply early reading, writing and math skills whilst fostering a 
curiosity about the world in which we live. Teachers will continue to observe and record 
children’s learning, progress and next steps using 2simple. Our philosophy remains the same 
with children’s play, wellbeing and natural curiosity remaining at the heart of everything we do.  
 
Staff have spent considerable time becoming familiar with the new document and are excited 
to fully implement it within our provision. Through careful planning and assessments, we will 
ensure children have no gaps in their learning and development. For our children teaching and 
learning will continue in the same manner as they are used to – fun, exciting and hands on, 
enabling them to thrive. 
 
I hope this letter has provided you with the relevant information regarding the early adopter 
year and should you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 
Kind regards 
Mrs Rowbotham 

Assistant Head Teacher  
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