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Welcome to the Prior's Mill Newslettethis is shared weekly and will contain key dates and
information, paper copies are available at the office 08.09.23




In This Issue

This week we include:

Message from Mr Linsley
SPA-WE NEED YOU

BBC 500 Words

Digital Leaders live streaming
Attendance

Worship Theme Building
Class News

Key Dates
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NEW! Picture News (We thought you might like to read 'Picture News' this is shared with
children in a class worship every week)



Welcome Back!

Welcome Back!

I hope that everyone had the opportunity to have a great summer holiday and enjoyed spending
time with family and friends. As is usually the case with the British weather we have returned to
school during one of the hottest weeks of the year. It has beenecctidit of pupils and staff that
they have settled extremely well back into school this week and have enjoyed seeing their friends
and new class mates.



I would like to welcome the large number of new families who are joining us this year, either as new
parents in nursery and reception or as parents of children who have joined the school in other year
groups.The school continues to growand this is really positive as it reflects the strength of the
partnership between School, Home, Community and ChungryBne is very welcome at Prior's Mill
and we pride ourselves in being an open and inclusive school with an open door policy for any
families who need to talk.

We return to school after having a successful summer term where we were very proud of how well
our children achieved against both teacher and national expectations. As a school we are deeply
ambitious to ensure that all children have the opportunity to continually make progress and have
their needs met in a curriculum they can engage in and beustited by. We have already started
looking at opportunities to further strengthen the learning and play experiences children receive at
Prior's Mill.

I can now also confirm fully that after a thorough inspection by the Melrose Learning Trust Estates
Management Team thathe school is totally RAAC fredlthough confident this was the case, after
initial investigations in the summer term, it is reassuring to know that we are fully compliant and we
are not subject to further challenges that are facing sorhew colleagues in schools throughout

the area.

Parents of pupils who have attended the school for a number of years will have realised that there
has been a familiar face missing from school this week. I'm very sad to announce that Mr Rooke has
decidedto take early retirement and will no longer be with us. We are all devastated that he is
leaving after many years of outstanding sendeee will miss him greatly. While we work towards
appointing a replacementlook out for the advert soonthen staffhave stepped up to help out and
children may have seen me hoovering and trimming bushes over the last few days!

Have a lovely weekend and Good Luck to Mr Farrell who is completing the Great North Run although
we are both not happy the Newcastle Managestarting the race!

I have included some key reminders about this term below:

w When we return in September, in response to parental requests, we are going to operate an
extended opening time for afteschool club it will now run till 5:30pm and c&&

w We are also looking at a new system for paying online for school dinner money this will be
introduced after October Hatfme. Please reduce credit and ensure accounts are up to date
as any accounts with debt will be unable to place an order when themystenches.

w Football/Dodgeball/Lego clubs will restart in the second week.
w The Robinwood Trip goes ahead on the 1-3fhth September

If you have any queries, worries or safeguarding concerns over the summer holidays then please
use the email address:

office@priorsmill.org.uk

The email account will be monitored regularly throughout the holidays and we will endeavour to
reply to any queries as soon as possible.
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Size Guide

1- Children have returned to school looking very smart and professional in their school uniform this week | would just like to
remind families about the rules surrounding jewellery and in particular earrings in school.

Jewellery
The ony permitted jewellery that may be worn is:

wOne pair of plain gold or silver stud earrirggso other piercings are permittedVe strongly advise against wearing any
earrings for health and safety reasons as accidents can occur where earrings casisStieds must be smajlmaximum
5mm. Please see size photograph for guidance:

wA wrist watch- without camera capability or with camera capability disabled whilst in school.
wOnly Prescription sunglasses ae allowed in sch6alewellery must be removed for PE lessons. If a child has recently had
their ears pierced, tape must be provided for the initial weeks were removal is not poééibies weeks, it is expected
that either parents remove a puflearring prior to coming to school on a day when PE is timetabled, or the pupil is able to

remove their own earrings.

If a pupil is seen to be wearing a piece of jewellery outside of the scope of this policy, theslkikd to remove it and
place in their schoolbagSchool does not accept responsibility for any items of jewellery worn to school.

Thanks to Mrs Ann Hope for sharing this lovely message:

Our lovely lollypop man Peter, is raising money for CancexaRels for his wife Claire who is now in
remission from lung cancer.

Peter has had both his knees replaced but he is planning to walk as much as possible to raise money.

He is such a lovely man and a great lollypop man

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/petegsvingpage
885?fbclid=IwAR3xfRIGBaXWIRCtTbvCYY70cU1FDoeJKYDqOjmIU104LYeM@Puqg_Oc



https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/peters-giving-page-885?fbclid=IwAR3xfRJGBaXWIRCtfTbvCYY70cU1FDoeJKYDqOjmlU104LYoYQuq_Oc-91M
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/peters-giving-page-885?fbclid=IwAR3xfRJGBaXWIRCtfTbvCYY70cU1FDoeJKYDqOjmlU104LYoYQuq_Oc-91M
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Challengein cancer

September

2 - Peter's Giving Padéanks for taking the time to visit my Giving Page. Cancer is happening right now, which@is why |
fundraising right now for Cancer Research UK. Taretime to lose! Donate to my page today and help bring forward the
day when all cancerare cured.fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org

SPA WE NEED YOU!

In the current economic climate this money is essential in raising funds for things that we would like
in school.

It is essential that we are able to create a group of staff and parentsatieatvilling to carry this great
work on. Currently the SPA is made up of mainly staff and it would be great to have a few more
parents involved. | promise this will not take up a huge time commitment but can be fitted in around
your own priorities. It coul be 30 mins labelling tombola items or bagging up sweets for a disco.
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Without increased parental support then a number of additional events such as discos will be
cancelled as school does not have the capacity alone to organise and prepare them.

If you can spare any time at all to join SPA then it would be greatly apprddstthe staff team and
ultimately by the pupils who will benefit from having a number of events to attend during and after
school.

Please contact Mrs Twomey in the officéce @priorsmill.org.ukt 01642650426

BBC 500 Words Competition

BBC's 500 Words is the UK's largest children's story writing competitiorilfby&arolds. Opens
Tuesday 26 SeptembeFriday 10 November. Please click the link below for furtherinédion as
the whole school will have the opportunity to take part!

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500words/about500-words/zctk7v4

Digital Laders - Live Streaming
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words/about-500-words/zctk7v4

This week Beatrice and Luke (Digital Leaders) have chosen the online safety guide and it has a focus
on live streaming. If there are any apps or online sites that parents would like a fact sheet about then
please get in touch ahwe'll try and provide one.

Any safeguarding concerns can be relayed to:
Mr Linsley- Designated Safeguarding Lead
Miss Huddart- Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

The safeguarding policy is on our website and you can also request a paper copy from the office.
We will also share with you our pupil version of the safeguarding policy.






