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Welcome to the Prior's Mill Newsletter - this is shared weekly and will contain key dates and
information, paper copies are available at the office 17.05.23



In This Issue

This week we include:

e Message from Mr Linsley

SPA - WE NEED YOU!
e School Council

e Sporting Stars

e Digital Leaders

e Attendance

¢ Worship Theme

e Class News

e Key Dates

¢ NEW! Picture News (We thought you might like to read 'Picture News' this is shared with
children in a class worship every week)

e Contact Us

e Safeguarding



WELL DONE Y6

Good Afternoon, everyone! | hope you're all doing well. Let me start by expressing how incredibly
proud | am of our Year 6 pupils. They've truly shown remarkable dedication and perseverance
throughout the SATs week. Each and every one of them attended school diligently and gave their
utmost effort in completing all the papers. A massive thank you to all the parents and families for
their unwavering support during this crucial period and in the lead-up to the tests. Our Year 6 pupils
have undoubtedly earned their private cinema screening and Pizza Hut lunch reward today — a well-
deserved treat for their hard work!

Speaking of celebrations, | must commend Miss Thompson's class for delivering an absolutely
fantastic Worship this week, highlighting the importance and joy of prayer. Their efforts truly touched



our hearts. Additionally, our Year 5 pupils had the exciting opportunity to witness a demonstration
from the Police Dogs this morning. It's experiences like these that make learning engaging and
memorable.

Now, let me share a couple of important notices with you all. First and foremost, we'll be having a
Non-Uniform Charity Fundraiser next Friday. This is an excellent opportunity for our pupils to express
their individuality while contributing to a worthy cause. Secondly, please mark your calendars for the
upcoming Half-term break, which will take place from the 27th to the 31st of May.

As we approach the end of another busy term, | want to express my sincere gratitude to each and
every one of you for your continued support and commitment to our school community. Together,
we're creating an environment where our children can thrive, learn, and grow into exceptional
individuals.

Sun Safe Advice
The NHS suggests pupils should:
e sliponat-shirt

e slop on sun cream with a protection factor of 30 or more (Applied at home initially but pupils
can reapply at school themselves)

e slap on a wide brimmed hat / cap
e slide on some quality sunglasses

e shade from the sun wherever possible

KEY DATES

National Sports Week is 17th - 21st June

Nursery Sports Day Tuesday 18th June 10am - Morning Nursery / 1:45pm Afternoon Nursery
Reception Sports Day Wednesday 19th June (afternoon)

Sports Day KS1 and KS2 Friday 21st June (afternoon)

*We are waiting for a date from the Church for the Y6 Eucharist Service (usually last week of term) -
we will hopefully confirm this before the end of next week.

Y6 Prom - Friday 12th July

Y6 Performance of Memories and Singing - (Tuesday16th July 1:30pm and 5pm).









SPA - WE NEED YOU!

VOLUNTEER.

We raised £1,178 through the efforts of parents, staff and pupils at our Coronation Event -
FANTASTIC!!

In the current economic climate this money is essential in raising funds for things that we would like
in school.

It is essential that we are able to create a group of staff and parents that are willing to carry this great
work on. Currently the SPA is made up of mainly staff and it would be great to have a few more
parents involved. | promise this will not take up a huge time commitment but can be fitted in around
your own priorities. It could be 30 mins labelling tombola items or bagging up sweets for a disco.

Without increased parental support then a number of additional events such as discos will be
cancelled as school does not have the capacity alone to organise and prepare them.

If you can spare any time at all to join SPA then it would be greatly appreciated by the staff team and
ultimately by the pupils who will benefit from having a number of events to attend during and after
school.

Please contact Mrs Twomey or Miss Clapp in the office office@priorsmill.org.uk / 01642650426



School Council

The school council are having a fundraising non uniform day on the last Friday of half-term.

As a school we have three charities which are Blue For Jackson (Early Years), WWF (KS1) and Guide
Dogs (KS2), on the day we are inviting children to come to school in non-uniform, pyjamas or fancy
dress.

Charity non uniform Day 240524
Dear Parents/Carers,
We would like to hold a non-uniform day on Friday 24th May, to raise money for our chosen charities.

As a school we have three charities which are Blue For Jackson (Early Years), WWF (KS1) and Guide
Dogs (KS2), on the day we are inviting children to come to school in non-uniform, pyjamas or fancy
dress.

Children can bring a donation to school and we will split the money raised between the charities.
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Please do not buy anything new and just use what you already have, we would like to raise as much
money for our charities as we can.



Thank you for your support.

School Council

.3
BLUEFOR JACKSON

ET Y NG CHLDREN

AD SAF

Sporting Stars

We have athletics next week as well as catch up swimming for Y6.

National Sports Week is 17th - 21st May
Nursery Sports Day Tuesday 18th 10am - Morning Nursery / 1:45pm Afternoon Nursery
Reception Sports Day Wednesday 19th May (morning)

Sports Day KS1 and KS2 Friday 21st May (afternoon)



Digital Leaders

1 - This week | have included a parent fact sheet about Group Chats . If there are any apps or online sites that parents would
like a fact sheet about then please get in touch and we'll try and provide one.

Any safeguarding concerns can be relayed to:
Mr Linsley - Designated Safeguarding Lead

Miss Huddart - Deputy Designated Safeqguarding Lead
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Users of this gulde do so at their own discretion. No liability Is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 27.04.2022

The safeguarding policy is on our website and you can also request a paper copy from the office.
We will also share with you our pupil version of the safeguarding policy.



Attendance Matters

In accordance with School and Trust Policy any unauthorised absences (that are not subject to
exceptional circumstances) will be subject to a fixed penalty notice.

Current School Attendance is 95% this is below the DFE target of 96%.

We strongly advise that any holiday in term time should be avoided due to the impact of lost learning
time on children. Please be aware that leave of absence (holiday) during term time will not be
authorised except in exceptional circumstances. It is school policy to refer any unauthorised absence
due to holiday to the local authority who may issue a fixed penalty notice. This is a penalty of up to
£120 per child, per parent and so can add up to a significant amount. The school does not receive
any revenue from fines; the money is paid to the Local Authority. In addition, we now have a new
system in school for pupils who are late. Pupils must be escorted to the office in the main building
and a form completed by parents/carers to sign the pupils in and indicate the reason for the lateness.
This is for our records and also to avoid pupils becoming distressed.

LATE MARKS ALSO IMPACT NEGATIVELY ON ATTENDANCE PLEASE TRY TO BE ON TIME!



Worship Theme - Prayer

This week collective worship was all about:

Live prayerfully - What is prayer?
Connecting with our senses.

Thankfulness and praise Psalm 9:1

For people of faith, prayer is an opportunity to communicate with God as part of a two way
relationship. This Bible verse reminds them of this.

Jeremiah 29: 12 Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and | will listen to you.

Ask the children outside to sit quietly for a short period of time. What did they notice - see, hear?
What did they notice about others?

Allow them to turn and speak to someone about what they noticed in this time or another moment
that day.



For Christians, prayer is about noticing things and then responding to this. This can call them to
thank God, praise God, ask for help or bring people before God so they can be comforted or
supported.

How did you feel about the things you noticed today?

Invite the children to share a thankful prayer: e.g this morning | saw some beautiful flowers in my
neighbour’s garden, so, | want to thank God for creation and the joy that flowers bring.

| also noticed that the old lady across the road is feeling better and is able to leave her house, so |
want to praise God for bringing healing to her body.

Ask the children in pairs to do the same. What things did they notice this morning that they are
thankful for or want to offer praise for?

Thank you, God, for ...

Close this time of prayer with a huge AMEN.

Christians use this verse to praise God for all they have noticed and are thankful for.

‘I will thank you , Lord, with all my heart; | will tell of the marvellous things you have done.
Psalm 9: 1

| wonder if you will take more time to notice things you see when you are out and about now?




Class News

1
£
¥




Some great visitors to my office this week - with Gingerbread and Fantastic Writing!

W
\

— 6‘1




AT




2 - Miss Thomson Class Worship

Year 5 pupils had a demonstration from the police dog team this morning - they asked all pupils and
staff to stand behind the fence while they carried out all of their demonstrations. Both pupils and
staff thought it was brilliant and we are organising for them to return to show other year groups.
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Key Dates

%

Key Dates

Charity Fundraiser - Non-Uniform Friday 24th May

Half Term - Monday 27th May - Friday 31st May

Fieldwork Week - 1st - 5th July

National Sports Week is 17th - 21st June

Nursery Sports Day Tuesday 18th June 10am - Morning Nursery / 1:45pm Afternoon Nursery
Reception Sports Day Wednesday 19th June (afternoon)

Sports Day KS1 and KS2 Friday 21st June (afternoon)

*We are waiting for a date from the Church for the Y6 Eucharist Service (usually last week of term) -
we will hopefully confirm this before the end of next week.

Y6 Prom - Friday 12th July

Y6 Performance of Memories and Singing - (Tuesday16th July 1:30pm and 5pm).



Picture News
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What'’s happening

in the news this week?




© Picture News 2024

13th - 19th May 2024

Creation

People of God

] —

Incarnation Gospel Salvation Kingdom of God

Cambridge University has returned four spears
to the descendants of an indigenous community
in Australia, who crafted them. The four
aboriginal spears are all that remain of the forty
or so that British explorer, James Cook, and his
team took from the Gweagal people more than
250 years ago. On their arrival in Australia in
1770, they became the first known Europeans to
reach the country's east coast.



Think together
and talk

Think together and talk

Can you describe what someone’s identity is?
What do you think forms part of someone’s
identity?

How do you think you are similar to/different
from others in school/your family/your
community?

Do you have any special
events/objects/buildings that form part of your
community’s identity?

What is your
identity?

hat does the Bibl
have to say?




Jesus is God and he was born as a

baby in Bethlehem. Jesus had a very clear

sense of identity. He knew who he was and his
life’s purpose. His hirth, life, death, and

resurrection were part of a plan by God to

restore the relationship between humans and
God. Jesus came to show that all people are
precious and special to God.

Jesus answered, “l am the way and
the truth and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through me. If
you really know me, you will know
my Father as well. From now on, you
do know him and have seen him.”

John 14: 6-7

What do others think?

[

Own your identity.
Love who you are in
world.

Nyle DiMarco — model and actor



Time to be quiet
and to pray
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Prayer
Dear God,

Thank you that we are all unique and
special,
Give us the courage to discover more about
ourselves,

Help us to accept ourselves and others so
we all have the confidence to show who
we truly are,

Amen

Continue thinking

Key Stage 1 class discussion

Make a list of things that you enjoy doing.
Make a list of things you are good at.

Make a list of things that are special/important
to you.

Share your lists and celebrate who you are.



Key Stage 2 class discussion

How do you see yourself? How do you feel
about yourself?

Have you ever tried to hide who you are? Why?

Are there people, places, times that help you
feel you can truly be yourself?

Who are you? Who are you really?

Time to worship
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One more step along the world | go,
One more step along the world | go;
From the old things to the new,
Keep me travelling along with you:

And it's from the old | travel to the new;
Kean me travalline alang with van
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Round the corners of the world | turn,
More and more about the world I learn;
And the new things that | see
You'll be looking at along with me.
And it's from the old | travel to the new;
Keaan me travalline alang with van
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As | travel through the bad and good,
Keep me travelling the way | should.
Where | see no way to go,

You'll be telling me the way, | know.
And it's from the old | travel to the new;
Kaan ma travalline alano with van
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Give me courage when the world is rough,
Keep me loving though the world is tough;
Leap and sing in all | do,

Keep me travelling along with you:

And it's from the old | travel to the new;
Keaan ma trauallino alano with vnn
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You are older than the world can be,
You are younger than the life in me;
Ever old and ever new,

Keep me travelling along with you:

And it's from the old | travel to the new;
Kean me travalline alang with van
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Contact Us

If you would like to contact us about anything in the newsletter or need an additional conversation
then please don't hesitate to catch me outside on the yard or through making an appointment at
the office.

Clifton Avenue, Billingham. Stockton-on-Tees, TS22 5BX
Tel: 01642 650 426
Email: office@priorsmill.org.uk

Visit us on the web at https://priorsmill.org.uk/

Safeguarding
The school safeguarding policy is on the website and a paper version can also be requested from
the office. Safeguarding is at the heart of all we do at Prior's Mill CE Primary School.

School Vision

As an inclusive Church of England primary school, we welcome children and families of all faiths and
none to be part of our school family which has a distinctly Christian character and ethos. At Prior’s
Mill, we encourage everyone to discover, flourish and grow in their talents, nurturing their God given
gifts and potential. We work with passion to foster a love of learning, a love of community and
personal resilience. Following in the footsteps of Jesus, we are a school where kindness, forgiveness,
respect and honesty underpin our words and actions.

Biblical Narrative - The Parable of The Mustard Seed — Mark 4:30-32 (NIV)

“What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it? It is like a
mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. Yet when planted, it grows and becomes


https://priorsmill.org.uk/
https://priorsmill.org.uk/

the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can perch in its shade.” School
Values

We give our best - We are kind - We are honest - We are respectful - We forgive
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