
 

Prior’s Mill C.E. Primary School 
Newsletter May 24th  
Welcome to the Prior's Mill Newsletter - this is shared weekly and will contain key dates and 

information, paper copies are available at the office 24.05.23 



In This Issue 

 

This week we include: 

• Message from Mr Linsley 

• School Council 

• Sporting Stars 

• Digital Leaders  

• Attendance 

• Worship Theme  

• Class News 

• Key Dates 

• NEW! Picture News (We thought you might like to read 'Picture News' this is shared with 

children in a class worship every week) 

• Contact Us  

• Safeguarding  



Happy Half-Term! 

 

LOCKDOWN 

I just wanted to take the time to reassure parents that the school responded quickly to the alert this 

afternoon and ensured all children were taken inside and windows closed as a precautionary 

measure. I'm very proud of the way children conducted themselves and to the staff for organising 

things so quickly. We came out of lockdown at 1:20pm after seeking external advice. The situation 

was reported as not being dangerous to the public but it is reassuring to know that the school 

policies and procedures are in place and effective to safeguard staff and children.   

 



WORSHIP 

We have had a busy week at Prior's Mill with two lovely worships from Miss Jones (Y1) and Miss 

Wilbraham (Y2) it was lovely to see so many family and friends in school supporting the children. I 

was incredibly proud of staff and pupils for producing class worships that were informative and 

creative as well as sharing their fantastic work afterwards.  

 

STAFFING 

Hopefully everyone has received a separate copy of the letter that outlined staff changes in light of a 

restructure at school. We will be sharing more information about school organisation for the next 

academic year when we return after half-term! 

 

JUST CHAMPION! 

We said our goodbyes to Miss Champion today and wish her all the best for the future. Miss 

Champion has worked across the school and more recently in KS1 and with Miss Jones. Miss 

Champion has supported numerous children and staff over the years and been an absolute Super 

Star in school! On behalf of myself, staff, governors and the Trust I would like to wish Miss Champion 

all the best for the future and welcome her back in school at any time.  Mrs Bates is going to be 

supporting pupils in KS1 throughout the next half-term.  

 

CHARITY 

It was lovely to see children in non-uniform supporting our charity fundraising day (see information 

below) we will bank the money and let you know the total in the newsletter. The total will be then 

split between the three Charities.  

*Blue for Jackson 

*World Wildlife Fund 

*Guide Dogs 

 

THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

I just wanted to send our thoughts and prayers to everyone involved in the sad news from Mount 

Pleasant Primary School in Darlington yesterday. I previously worked at Mount Pleasant and know 

how  much it will impact the whole community. It makes me appreciate the strength of the staff 

team and community at Prior's Mill and I hope we can all have a safe and secure half-term break.   

 

KEY DATES 

National Sports Week is 17th - 21st June   

Nursery Sports Day Tuesday 18th June  10am - Morning Nursery / 1:45pm Afternoon Nursery 



Reception Sports Day Wednesday 19th June  (afternoon) 

Sports Day KS1 and KS2 Friday 21st June (afternoon) 

*We are waiting for a date from the Church for the Y6 Eucharist Service (usually last week of term) - 

we will hopefully confirm this before the end of next week. 

Y6 Prom - Friday 12th July  

Y6 Performance of Memories and Singing  - (Tuesday16th July 1:30pm and 5pm). 

School of Sanctuary  

 

In October 2023, Miss Wilbraham and Miss Chapman signed a pledge with the City of Sanctuary 

organisation. The purpose of signing the pledge is to gain a City of Sanctuary award which enables us 

to be nationally recognised as a School of Sanctuary. Schools are at the forefront of receiving those 

who are displaced, international students and students who use English as an additional language. It 

is becoming vital that we educate about those who have ‘a lived experience’ of displacement and re-

location.  

Our journey began with Prior’s Mill welcoming our first international student. While trying to learn 

about, understand and support this pupil’s needs, Miss Wilbraham and Miss Chapman began to 

recognise and appreciate the complexities involved when families leave their native country. This 

could be due to work commitments, needing asylum, fleeing from war and violence or fleeing 

persecution due to religious or political differences. 

The City of Sanctuary aims to educate children, young people and the wider community about the 

challenges faced by families around the world and how we can support them in our setting. 

Supporting cultural differences is best achieved through empathy and understanding. Inspiration, 

openness, participation, inclusiveness and integrity are values that the City of Sanctuary aim to foster. 

We have diversified our practise so that we can support students who use English as an additional 

language (EAL) to access the national curriculum and to integrate into school life. 



Schools do not need to have children from sanctuary -seeking backgrounds within the school 

community to become a School of Sanctuary. As a potential School of Sanctuary, we have to 

demonstrate that we are a place of acceptance, safety, diversity and compassion for all. To this end, 

Miss Wilbraham and Miss Chapman have written engaging and fun lessons designed to teach our 

pupils about asylum, migration and refugees. Year 3 & 4 have already enjoyed the lessons!  Staff have 

also had the opportunity to learn about these topics. Some examples of their work can be seen on 

the school website. 

Miss Wilbraham and Miss Chapman have been following the ‘learn, share, embed’ process in gaining 

the award and continue to work towards raising our status to be a place of safety and welcome for all.  

  

For more information about City of Sanctuary, please visit: https://schools.cityofsanctuary.org/ 

School Council  

 

The school council organised a successful fundraising non uniform day. 

As a school we have three charities which are Blue For Jackson (Early Years), WWF (KS1) and Guide 

Dogs (KS2), on the day we are inviting children to come to school in non-uniform, pyjamas or fancy 

dress. 

 

IT WAS LOVELY TO HAVE A VISIT FROM ALLY AND HER GUIDE DOG TESS.  



 

 



 

 



Sporting Stars  

 

Congratulations to the pupils who represented the school at a very wet athletics event on 

Wednesday and for the staff who supported them. 

Pupils in Y6 and Y5 also continue to attend catch up swimming sessions it is a requirement of the 

National Curriculum that pupils are able to swim 25m confidently before they leave school and 

perform a range of water safety exercises. 

 

National Sports Week is 17th - 21st June  

Nursery Sports Day Tuesday 18th  June10am - Morning Nursery / 1:45pm Afternoon Nursery 

Reception Sports Day Wednesday 19th June  (afternoon) 

Sports Day KS1 and KS2 Friday 21st June  (afternoon) 



Digital Leaders  

 

 

1 - This week I have included a parent fact sheet about sharing kindness online . If there are any apps or online sites that 
parents would like a fact sheet about then please get in touch and we'll try and provide one. 

Any safeguarding concerns can be relayed to: 

Mr Linsley - Designated Safeguarding Lead 

Miss Huddart - Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead 



 

The safeguarding policy is on our website and you can also request a paper copy from the office. 

We will also share with you our pupil version of the safeguarding policy. 



Attendance Matters 

 

In accordance with School and Trust Policy any unauthorised absences (that are not subject to 

exceptional circumstances) will be subject to a fixed penalty notice. 

Current School Attendance is 95% this is below the DFE target of 96%. 

We strongly advise that any holiday in term time should be avoided due to the impact of lost learning 

time on children. Please be aware that leave of absence (holiday) during term time will not be 

authorised except in exceptional circumstances. It is school policy to refer any unauthorised absence 

due to holiday to the local authority who may issue a fixed penalty notice.  This is a penalty of up to 

£120 per child, per parent and so can add up to a significant amount.  The school does not receive 

any revenue from fines; the money is paid to the Local Authority. In addition, we now have a new 

system in school for pupils who are late. Pupils must be escorted to the office in the main building 

and a form completed by parents/carers to sign the pupils in and indicate the reason for the lateness. 

This is for our records and also to avoid pupils becoming distressed. 

 

LATE MARKS ALSO IMPACT NEGATIVELY ON ATTENDANCE PLEASE TRY TO BE ON TIME! 



Worship Theme  - Creativity 

 

Celebrate creativity to His glory  

Celebrating God through nature  

Isaiah 55:12 

This week in worship we are going to explore how Christians use creativity and art as their worship to 

God.  

Share this Bible verse with the children: 

Isaiah 55:12 

“So you will go out with joy     and be led out in peace. The mountains and hills will burst into song 

before you,     and all the trees in the fields will clap their hands. 

What do you think this verse means? I wonder if it might mean, that because God made the world, 

the whole of creation seeks to praise God.  

How might trees clap their hands or mountains burst into song?  

Show the children some images of majestic mountains and towering trees – how might nature be 

praising God?  

A prayer for climate change 

Dear God, 



Weave a thread of love and courage 

among those who stand for creation. 

May they know the sound of your voice in all they do. 

May your love echo across the streets  

so that the sap of change can seep into the corridors of power to bring the dawning of a new day 

where the world is 

sanctified, renewed, and replenished. 

Amen 

Elle Limebear is a Christian music songwriter and singer. 

Listen to her song Maker of the Moon together – I wonder what you think inspired her to write this 

song?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7ZkBE8c4UM Maker of the Moon 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7ZkBE8c4UM


 

Class News  

 

Thanks to pupils in Mrs Stoke's class I enjoyed reading the book 'Once'  this week. I can highly 

recommend it if you are interested in the treatment of Jewish families during the Holocaust. Read 

the first chapter and find out about the book below.  

 

https://morrisgleitzman.com/once.htm 

https://morrisgleitzman.com/once.htm


 



 

2 - Leo achieved his 25 metres swimming certificate - in 1 week! We are all super proud!!  



 



Key Dates  

 

Key Dates 

Charity Fundraiser - Non-Uniform Friday 24th May 

Half Term - Monday 27th May - Friday 31st May 

Fieldwork Week - 1st - 5th July  

National Sports Week is 17th - 21st June   

Nursery Sports Day Tuesday 18th June  10am - Morning Nursery / 1:45pm Afternoon Nursery 

Reception Sports Day Wednesday 19th June  (afternoon) 

Sports Day KS1 and KS2 Friday 21st June (afternoon) 

*We are waiting for a date from the Church for the Y6 Eucharist Service (usually last week of term) - 

we will hopefully confirm this before the end of next week. 

Y6 Prom - Friday 12th July  

Y6 Performance of Memories and Singing  - (Tuesday16th July 1:30pm and 5pm). 



Picture News  
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What’s happening  

in the news this week? 
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Contact Us  

 

If you would like to contact us about anything in the newsletter or need an additional conversation 

then please don't hesitate to catch me outside on the yard or through making an appointment at 

the office. 

Clifton Avenue, Billingham. Stockton-on-Tees, TS22 5BX 



Tel: 01642 650 426 

Email: office@priorsmill.org.uk 

Visit us on the web at  https://priorsmill.org.uk/  

Safeguarding 
The school safeguarding policy is on the website and a paper version can also be requested from 

the office. Safeguarding is at the heart of all we do at Prior's Mill CE Primary School. 

School Vision 
As an inclusive Church of England primary school, we welcome children and families of all faiths and 

none to be part of our school family which has a distinctly Christian character and ethos.  At Prior’s 

Mill, we encourage everyone to discover, flourish and grow in their talents, nurturing their God given 

gifts and potential. We work with passion to foster a love of learning, a love of community and 

personal resilience. Following in the footsteps of Jesus, we are a school where kindness, forgiveness, 

respect and honesty underpin our words and actions. 

Biblical Narrative - The Parable of The Mustard Seed – Mark 4:30-32 (NIV) 

“What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it? It is like a 

mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. Yet when planted, it grows and becomes 

the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can perch in its shade.”   School 

Values 

We give our best - We are kind - We are honest - We are respectful - We forgive 

https://priorsmill.org.uk/
https://priorsmill.org.uk/
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