
 

 Prior’s Mill C.E. Primary School 
Newsletter November 29th 2024  
Welcome to the Prior's Mill Newsletter - this is shared weekly and will contain key dates and 

information, paper copies are available at the office 29.11.24 



In This Issue 

 

This week we include: 

• Message from Mr Linsley 

• School Council 

• Sporting Stars 

• Musician of the Month 

• Digital Leaders - Social Media Age ratings  

• Attendance 

• Worship Theme  

• Class News 

• Key Dates 

• NEW! Picture News (We thought you might like to read 'Picture News' this is shared 

with children in a class worship every week) 



• Contact Us  

• Safeguarding  

Heads Up  - Friendship    

 

Friendship 

We had two lovely class worships this week from children in Mrs Legenders class and Mr Farrells 

class. Mr Farrel's class talked about Friendship and sheir best friends and what makes a best 

friend. Mrs Legender's class talked about  

 

Reception Open Events 

Thank you to everyone who attended the Reception Open afternoon this week we will be 

repeating the experience next Wednesday evening and on Saturday 11th January - please help 

spread the word.  



 

*Tea and Talk - Join us in the KS2 (Bede) Hall for refreshments - including biscuits and a 

chance to chat informally - open to all members of our community to catch up with friends, 

Mrs Hanson will also be on hand. Tuesday 26th November at 2:15pm.  

Thank you to everyone who attended the tea and talk event on Tuesday we will be repeating 

the event in the new year. 

 

Online Safety 

As a parent or carer you play a key role in keeping your child safe online. Find out more about 

commonly used social media platforms at 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/social-media-guides 

 

Homework: A New Homework Club has begun on Tuesday for Y4/Y5 pupils - 30 spaces 

available for pupils to have a quiet place to complete any homework tasks including reading / 

learning spellings and times table rockstars - sign up at the office. 

 

Safeguarding 

If you have any  safeguarding concerns then please get in touch with school, I am the 

Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) for the school and Miss Huddart the Deputy. We also 

have a number of staff who are DSL trained: 

Mrs Legender 

Mr Farrell 

Mrs McHale  

Mrs Hanson  

Mr Richards  

The Safeguarding Governor  is Mrs Christine Brentnall 

 

Governors  



We had our first Governors meeting of the year this week, we said goodbye and thank you to 

Mr Mike Boyle who has served for 11 years and was previously our safeguarding link 

Governor. Mr Boyle has given up lots of his time to support the school and we wish him well in 

the future.  

Chair of Governors - Mr Kevin Cooper  

Mrs Christine Brentnall  

Mrs Norma English  

Mrs Clare Craggs  

Staff Governor  

Mr Farrell 

Parent Governors  

Mrs K Chilton  

Mr L Dale  

 

Packed Lunch Reminder  

We acknowledge that it is impractical to enforce an allergen-free school. However, we would 

like to encourage pupils and staff to avoid certain high-risk foods to reduce the chances of 

someone experiencing a reaction. These foods include:  

  

• Packaged nuts  

• Cereal, granola, or chocolate bars containing nuts  

• Peanut butter or chocolate spreads containing nuts  

• Peanut-based sauces, such as satay  

• Sesame seeds and foods containing sesame seeds  

• Pine nut-based foods, such as pesto  

 

Road Safety  



 A reminder to children and parents that as the nights are getting darker the dangers on the 

road intensify, please think about crossing roads safely and if you come on a bike or scooter 

please make sure, where possible, that you have lights, wear a helmet and can be identified by 

other road users. The safety of children in and out of school is our main priority.  

 

Times Table Rockstars 

Mr Farrell is encouraging all children to complete Times Table Rockstars activities through the 

week and to achieve 21 minutes of time. This can be done in one go or as 3 minutes per day. We 

offer an after-school homework club for pupils in Y4/5 where it can be done and Mr Farrell is 

providing Ipads during a lunchtime for children to complete their time if they are unable to do 

so at home. Learning times tables is a key skill that helps children develop their mathematical 

reasoning and problem solving. Please support us by providing opportunities for your child to 

complete 'Rockstar' tasks. If this is difficult please get in touch and we can help.  

   

Please remember to look at the Christmas Dates section at the end of the newsletter for 

Christmas performance times.  

An important message from Cleveland Fire Brigade. 



 



 



School Council  

 

School Council met this week again and have been asking children in their class about what 

equipment they would like to use on the playground. Updates on final proposals of 

equipment and playground markings will be shared in the next few weeks.  

Thank you Mrs MacKay for organising the group.  



 



Sporting Stars  

 

Musician of the Month  

 



Ethel Smyth Poster 



 



Home Information Sheet - Ethel Smyth 

 

•   Johannes Brahms 

•   Augusta Holmès 



 

•   Louise Farrenc 



Digital Leaders  

 

 

1 - Hugo (Y3), Felicity (Y4), Luke (Y5) and Joey (Y6) are the new school Digital Leaders. 

Hugo and Joey have chosen the parent guides for this week - QR Codes / Roblox. 

If there are any apps or online sites that parents would like a fact sheet about then please get in 

touch and we'll try and provide one. 

Any safeguarding concerns can be relayed to: 

Mr Linsley - Designated Safeguarding Lead 



Miss Huddart - Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead 

 

As a parent or carer you play a key role in keeping your child safe online. Find out more about 

commonly used social media platforms at 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/social-media-guides 



 



2 - We highlighted the dangers of the Talkie app in a message to parents this week. HiPal is something similar please take time 
to check out the information.  

 

3 - A Fantastic Digital Safety Poster from Hugo in Y3 



Attendance Matters 

 

In accordance with School and Trust Policy any unauthorised absences (that are not subject to 

exceptional circumstances) will be subject to a fixed penalty notice. 

Current School Attendance is 95% this is just below the DFE target of 96%. 

We strongly advise that any holiday in term time should be avoided due to the impact of lost 

learning time on children. Please be aware that leave of absence (holiday) during term time will 

not be authorised except in exceptional circumstances. It is school policy to refer any 

unauthorised absence due to holiday to the local authority who may issue a fixed penalty notice.  

This is a penalty of up to £120 per child, per parent and so can add up to a significant amount.  

The school does not receive any revenue from fines; the money is paid to the Local Authority. In 

addition, we now have a new system in school for pupils who are late. Pupils must be escorted 

to the office in the main building and a form completed by parents/carers to sign the pupils in 



and indicate the reason for the lateness. This is for our records and also to avoid pupils 

becoming distressed. 

 

LATE MARKS ALSO IMPACT NEGATIVELY ON ATTENDANCE PLEASE TRY TO BE ON TIME! 

Worship Theme  - Friendship 

 

DAVID AND GOLIATH 

I Samuel 17 

Be   sensitive to pupils’ needs in asking some of the questions today. 

  

I wonder if there has   ever been something in your life that feels like a big barrier that you   

cannot get over or around?  I wonder if   you ever felt that you needed some sort of shield to 

protect you from   something that was difficult for you? 



  

Today’s story features an   enormous barrier/problem and also shows that we do not always 

need a real   shield for protection if God is on our side. 

  

There are many ways to   tell the story of David and Goliath – remember that he was simply 

delivering   food to his older and stronger brother who were serving in King Saul’s army   when 

he found the courage and the cleverness to face and defeat Goliath. 

  

This   is a classic story about the small guy defeating the bigger guy. I wonder what  it was that 

actually gave David the power   to win? (David’s powerful faith in God, which is a key point for 

Jewish   believers and Christians. I wonder what this story is saying to you about   courage, or 

hope, or perseverance, or taking on responsibility for something   in ways that will act as a 

shield or as a help in overcoming a big problem? 

 



 



Class News  

 

LOVELY COOKING FROM AFTERSCHOOL CLUB WHO MADE ROCKY ROAD! DELICIOUS!! 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Key Dates  

 

Half - term - Friday 25th October - last day  - reopen Monday 4th November   

Christmas Dates  

Friday 6th Dec 9.00 am  - KS1 Christmas Performance 1/3 

Monday 9th December  (AM)  - Greediest Elf Pantomime in School for EYFS  

Monday 9th December 1:30pm  - KS1 Christmas Performance 2/3 

Tuesday 10th Dec 1.30pm -  - KS1 Christmas Performance 3/3 

Tuesday 10th December (AM - 9:30am) - LKS2 (Y3/4) Christmas Service  

Wednesday 11th December - Christmas Dinner and Christmas Jumper Day  

Thursday 12th December (PM)  - KS1 Pantomime in school (Dib and Dab) / (PM - 1:30am) - LKS2 

(Y3/4) Christmas Service  

Monday 16th December  (AM) - KS2 Pantomime at the Forum  

Monday 16th December (PM - 1:45pm) - Nursery and Reception Christmas Performance 

Tuesday 17th December (AM - 9:30am) - Nursery and Reception Christmas Performance 



Wednesday 18th December (10 am) - Y5/6 Carol Service for Y5 Parents  

Thursday 19th December (10 am) -  Y5/6 Carol Service for Y6 Parents  

Friday 20th December - last school day before Christmas  

Monday 6th January  - School reopens for Spring Term  

Picture News  

 



2-07--picture-news-at-home-2024-11-22 

 

2-14--collective-worship-powerpoint-2024-11-22 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



Contact Us  

 

If you would like to contact us about anything in the newsletter or need an additional 

conversation then please don't hesitate to catch me outside on the yard or through making an 

appointment at the office. 

Clifton Avenue, Billingham. Stockton-on-Tees, TS22 5BX 

Tel: 01642 650 426 

Email: office@priorsmill.org.uk 

Visit us on the web at  https://priorsmill.org.uk/ 1 

Safeguarding 

The school safeguarding policy is on the website and a paper version can also be requested 

from the office. Safeguarding is at the heart of all we do at Prior's Mill CE Primary School. 

Designated Safeguarding Lead - Mr Linsley  

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead - Miss Huddart  

 
1https://priorsmill.org.uk/ 



School Vision 

As an inclusive Church of England primary school, we welcome children and families of all faiths 

and none to be part of our school family which has a distinctly Christian character and ethos.  At 

Prior’s Mill, we encourage everyone to discover, flourish and grow in their talents, nurturing 

their God given gifts and potential. We work with passion to foster a love of learning, a love of 

community and personal resilience. Following in the footsteps of Jesus, we are a school where 

kindness, forgiveness, respect and honesty underpin our words and actions. 

Biblical Narrative - The Parable of The Mustard Seed – Mark 4:30-32 (NIV) 

“What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it? It is 

like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. Yet when planted, it grows and 

becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can perch in its 

shade.”   School Values 

We give our best - We are kind - We are honest - We are respectful - We forgive 


