
 

 Prior’s Mill C.E. Primary School 
Newsletter March 28th/April 4th 2025 
Welcome to the Prior's Mill Newsletter - this is shared weekly and will contain key dates and 

information, paper copies are available at the office 4.04.25 

This week we include: 

• Message from Mr Linsley 



• School Council 

• Sporting Stars 

• Musician of the Month 

• Digital Leaders   

• Attendance 

• Worship Theme  

• Class News 

• Key Dates 

• NEW! Picture News (We thought you might like to read 'Picture News' this is shared 

with children in a class worship every week) 

• Contact Us  

• Safeguarding  

In This Issue 

 



Heads Up  - Piece of Cake! 



 



Y3 Fundraising Visit to the Beach!  

Thank you to all the parents in Y3 who baked and bought cakes to send in for the Y3 bake sale 

this week it was hugely successful. The children raised enough money to cover the cost of the 

Transport and little bit extra for a treat while they are there. I would also like to thank staff , 

parents and pupils for buying the cakes we were well and truly spoilt! I'm extremely proud of Y3 

they have become true courageous advocates and I'll share pictures from their beach clean 

when it happens.  

We raised a fantastic £273.55! 

 

Easter Foodbank Donations  

If you have any donations for the Easter Foodbank then you can send them in from Monday - all 

donations will be used within our local community. It has been a lovely day with pupils in non-

uniform today all money raised will go to the local foodbank.  

 

M&M Productions - The Little Princess  

All children in school enjoyed a performance of the Little Princess today, lots of fun and laughter 

was had, as the theatre company retold the classic story where the importance of being good 

and kind no matter what comes your way was brought to life through drama, dance and song.   

 

Red Nose Day  

A HUGE THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT WITH THE NON-UNIFORM DAY LAST WEEK WE RAISED 

£165.50 

 

Traffic Advice  

The Local Authority have let us know that parking patrols will be operating in our area over the 

next term looking for vehicles that are left idling as this has a negative impact on air quality. 

Leaflets are included below.  

 



School Starters September 2025 - If you have a child who is eligible to start Reception in 2025 

then please get in touch as we can provide you with the contact details for the admissions 

team at Stockton Local Authority. 

 

Breakfast Club - Early Adopter Scheme We have been selected by the DFE to be one of the pilot 

schools for the free Breakfast Club Scheme being put in place by the new Labour Government. 

This will start after the Easter Holidays and last until the end of the summer term, we are 

currently working out what the implications are and will be getting in touch with parents soon 

to gauge interest in the scheme.  The scheme will be open to all parents and it will provide free 

breakfast club provision from 8 -8:30am.  

The booking system is now open for the first two weeks back after Easter but closes in today. 

If you want a space either paid or free please book on as it will help us understand staffing 

levels. We'll not be able to admit any pupils who are not booked in so please make use of the 

booking system. If you have any questions please ask the office.  

 

Rumour has it that Newcastle was busy last Saturday, something to do with a trophy?!  I'm 

sure everyone on Teesside and Wearside found other things to do!   

 

I hope everyone has a good weekend and good luck to everyone who represents/supports a 

team over the weekend!  

 

QUICK REMINDER: KEY DATES 

• 7/4/25  Class 12 swimming starts 

• 7/4/25     Class 1 Reception Stay and Play 2-3pm 

• 8/4/25     Class 10 Racket Skills at Durham University (potential late finish 3.15pm) 

• 8/4/25     Class 2 Reception Stay and Play 2-3pm 

• 9/4/25     KS1 Easter Breakfast 8.30am 

• 9/4/25     Kirkleatham Owl Visit 

• 10/4/25   Year 6 'Crown for Christ' Worship 10am 

• 10/4/25   Break Up for Easter Holiday 



• 11/4/25   PD Day 

• 28/4/25   Return to School 

The Little Princess Theatre Company!  

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



PICTURE OF THE WEEK!  

 

 



1 - I had the pleasure of a presentation from two Y6 girls this week who wanted to organise a Y6 'Talent Competition' after SATs - 
I was very impressed by the thought they had put into their presentation and agreed with the idea. I look forward to seeing the 

show in the Summer Term.  

School Council  

 

Mr Farrell has agreed (after some persuasion from the school council) to take part in the Great 

North Run in September and to raise funds for Guide Dogs for the Blind and our other school 

charities. We are going to be looking at showing our support by organising a summer fun run.  



 

 

2 - We have been invited to establish a Children’s Safeguarding Council in school. After Easter, Mrs Hanson and Mrs Mackay will 
work with our School Council representatives to explore the topic set by the Safeguarding Children Partnership. The topic for the 
next half term is about staying safe in the community. Our School Council will be given the opportunity to ask our KS2 children 

some questions about feeling safe outside of the home and share their findings with us. All questions and answers will be 
anonymous. 

We are looking forward to working with the Safeguarding Children Partnership with this important topic. 



Sporting Stars  

 



 

3 - Sports Leaders  



 

4 - Fantastic Football Champions! Well done to footballers in Y3/4 who won a competition at Northfield last week!  

Musician of the Month  

 



Home Information Sheet - Joni Mitchell 

 

About: Joni Mitchell, born in 1943, is a Canadian-American singer-songwriter, multi-

instrumentalist, and painter. As one of the most influential singer-songwriters to emerge from 

the 1960s folk music circuit, Mitchell became known for her personal lyrics and unconventional 

compositions which grew to incorporate pop and jazz elements. She has received many 

accolades, including ten Grammy Awards and induction into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 

1997. 

Genres: Folk, Pop, Jazz and Rock 

Active from: 1964-Present 

Origin: Fort Macleod, Canada 



Digital Leaders  -Sharing Kindness Online  

 

 

5 - Hugo (Y3), Felicity (Y4), Luke (Y5) and Joey (Y6) are the new school Digital Leaders. 

Parent guide for this week - Sharing Kindness Online  

If there are any apps or online sites that parents would like a fact sheet about then please get in 

touch and we'll try and provide one. 

Any safeguarding concerns can be relayed to: 

Mr Linsley - Designated Safeguarding Lead 



Miss Huddart - Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead 

 

As a parent or carer you play a key role in keeping your child safe online. Find out more about 

commonly used social media platforms at 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/social-media-guides 



 



Attendance Matters 

 

In accordance with School and Trust Policy any unauthorised absences (that are not subject to 

exceptional circumstances) will be subject to a fixed penalty notice. 

Current School Attendance is 95% this is just below the DFE target of 96%. 

We strongly advise that any holiday in term time should be avoided due to the impact of lost 

learning time on children. Please be aware that leave of absence (holiday) during term time will 

not be authorised except in exceptional circumstances. It is school policy to refer any 

unauthorised absence due to holiday to the local authority who may issue a fixed penalty notice.  

This is a penalty of up to £120 per child, per parent and so can add up to a significant amount.  

The school does not receive any revenue from fines; the money is paid to the Local Authority. In 

addition, we now have a new system in school for pupils who are late. Pupils must be escorted 

to the office in the main building and a form completed by parents/carers to sign the pupils in 



and indicate the reason for the lateness. This is for our records and also to avoid pupils 

becoming distressed. 

 

LATE MARKS ALSO IMPACT NEGATIVELY ON ATTENDANCE PLEASE TRY TO BE ON TIME! 

Worship Theme  - KINGDOM VALUE (Matthew 13:45-46) 

 

KINGDOM VALUE  

Matthew 13:45-46  

Play a game of ‘What’s it worth?’ Either play the game on screen, or gather your own objects 

The game could be played in several ways, dependant on the ages of your children e.g. order 

the objects from the least to the most valuable; having a team (like on a quiz show) who try to 

guess the price, maybe writing their suggestion for each in turn on a whiteboard; a hands-up 

version where children vote e.g. less than £10, over £1000 etc.; or children just taking a wild 

guess.  However, do not lose the point that it is about VALUE.  



  

I wonder what the word ‘value’ means?   

 Tell the parable using one of these https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvQoTXIBVFY a 

humorous take  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAZb_WrTQnI up to 1:30  

or in your own way  

In Matthew 13, Jesus told a parable about something that was very valuable.  The pearl is God’s 

kingdom – and when you know that, you can make sense of what Jesus was meaning his 

listeners to hear. I wonder what you think this parable means? I wonder why the merchant was 

willing to sell everything for this pearl?  I wonder what Jesus was saying about the value of 

God’s kingdom? I wonder what questions this story makes you ask?  

  

Dear God  

Thank you for all the things that hold value for us – and the things that are completely price-

less! Thank you for this parable of the pearl of great price, a story that helps us to think about 

the value of your Kingdom. Help us to know how to value one another this week.  

 



 

Class News  

 

After School Club Crispy Cakes!  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Y3 Cakes!  



 



 



Mr Linsley had a lovely morning Teaching DT in Year 4!  

 

Cool Carrot Cakes made by Mrs Hitchen and After School Club!  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

For Science Week in class 3, we learnt about William Kamkwamba from Malawi, who used scrap 

materials to make a windmill. The windmill produced electricity for his home and led to many 

more people making windmills for their homes. The children in class 3 made windmills and 

learnt how to make them propel. 



 



 



 



 

As part of our Careers Week, years 3 and 4 were given the opportunity to chat to real life 

paramedics about their careers. They even got to explore inside the ambulance.  



 



 



 



 



 



Key Dates  

 

QUICK REMINDER: KEY DATES 

• 7/4/25  Class 12 swimming starts 

• 7/4/25     Class 1 Reception Stay and Play 2-3pm 

• 8/4/25     Class 10 Racket Skills at Durham University (potential late finish 3.15pm) 

• 8/4/25     Class 2 Reception Stay and Play 2-3pm 

• 9/4/25     KS1 Easter Breakfast 8.30am 

• 9/4/25     Kirkleatham Owl Visit 

• 10/04/25 Year 6 'Crown for Christ' Worship 10am 

• 10/4/25   Break Up for Easter Holiday 

• 11/4/25   PD Day 

• 28/4/25   Return to School 



Picture News  

 

Primary Picture News Resource England - 24th March - Helping Other 

Countries 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Contact Us  

 

If you would like to contact us about anything in the newsletter or need an additional 

conversation then please don't hesitate to catch me outside on the yard or through making an 

appointment at the office. 

Clifton Avenue, Billingham. Stockton-on-Tees, TS22 5BX 

Tel: 01642 650 426 

Email: office@priorsmill.org.uk 

Visit us on the web at  https://priorsmill.org.uk/ 1 

Safeguarding 

The school safeguarding policy is on the website and a paper version can also be requested 

from the office. Safeguarding is at the heart of all we do at Prior's Mill CE Primary School. 

Designated Safeguarding Lead - Mr Linsley  

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead - Miss Huddart  

 
1https://priorsmill.org.uk/ 



EMERGENCY HELP DURING THE WEEKEND / HOLIDAYS 

During the  weekend / holidays, whilst your children are playing outside with friends, we would 

recommend that your child knows where to go to for help if they need it. This might be a 

grandparent or family friend, as well as at home. It is important that your child knows how to 

call the emergency services for help. 

We have been advised that you talk to your child about risk-taking behaviour and the potential 

consequences of any decisions that they make whilst away from home. Give your children the 

confidence to say “no” to taking part in any risky or anti-social behaviour with their peers. 

Of course, we want the children to enjoy the weekend and part of that is becoming more 

independent from parents; however, we want all our children to return to school fit, well and 

safe after the weekend. 

TEWV Crisis team (CAMHS & Adults) has now changed. 

There is a new system and people must call 111- option 2 - this is the 111 Mental Health line 

& call handlers will transfer to the local crisis team appropriately. 

 

The Children’s Hub is the first point of contact for anyone who has a concern about the 

welfare or safety of a child or young person. 

The Children's Hub 

Stockton: 01642 130080 

childrenshub@hartlepool.gov.uk2     

  

Crisis support line 

If someone you know, is experiencing a mental health crisis call NHS 111 and select the mental 

health option. 

  

Billingham & Stockton Borough Foodbank 

4-6 West Precinct 

Billingham Town Centre 

 
2mailto:childrenshub@hartlepool.gov.uk 



Billingham TS23 2NH 

07583 575522 

https://billinghamstocktonborough.foodbank.org.uk  

info@billinghamstocktonborough.foodbank.org.uk3 

  

If you have any welfare or safeguarding concerns relating to a child in school during term time, 

please do not hesitate to contact – 

Mrs ALLISON HANSON  

PUPIL WELFARE & SAFEGUARDING OFFICER  

Prior’s Mill C/E Primary School  

Billingham TS225BX  

01642 650426  

office@priorsmill.org.uk 

School Vision 

As an inclusive Church of England primary school, we welcome children and families of all faiths 

and none to be part of our school family which has a distinctly Christian character and ethos.  At 

Prior’s Mill, we encourage everyone to discover, flourish and grow in their talents, nurturing 

their God given gifts and potential. We work with passion to foster a love of learning, a love of 

community and personal resilience. Following in the footsteps of Jesus, we are a school where 

kindness, forgiveness, respect and honesty underpin our words and actions. 

Biblical Narrative - The Parable of The Mustard Seed – Mark 4:30-32 (NIV) 

“What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it? It is 

like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. Yet when planted, it grows and 

becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can perch in its 

shade.”   School Values 

We give our best - We are kind - We are honest - We are respectful - We forgive 

 
3mailto:info@billinghamstocktonborough.foodbank.org.uk 


