
 

 Prior’s Mill C.E. Primary School 
Newsletter March 7th 2025 
Welcome to the Prior's Mill Newsletter - this is shared weekly and will contain key dates and 

information, paper copies are available at the office 07.03.25 



In This Issue 

 

This week we include: 

• Message from Mr Linsley 

• School Council 

• Sporting Stars 

• Musician of the Month 

• Digital Leaders   

• Attendance 

• Worship Theme  

• Class News 

• Key Dates 

• NEW! Picture News (We thought you might like to read 'Picture News' this is shared 

with children in a class worship every week) 



• Contact Us  

• Safeguarding  



Heads Up  - A Job Well Done!  



 



Careers Week 

A huge thanks to all the parents, family members, friends and volunteers who attended the 

school Careers Week this week it was very much appreciated and provided a fun, informative 

and inspirational week.  We had a great week and the children have learned lots about a huge 

number of careers and what it takes to succeed in the job of their choice in the future.  We had 

a hugely successful careers fair on Thursday and lots of different visitors throughout then week 

a huge thanks to Mrs Legender for organising such a fantastic event throughout the week.  

 

World Book Day 

We champion the fun of reading, because it seriously improves lives. Reading for fun is the 

single biggest indicator that a child will grow up to enjoy a happier and more successful life – 

more than their family circumstances, their parents’ educational backgrounds or their income. 

But here’s the challenge, it’s at an all-time low, with only 1 in 3 children now saying they enjoy 

reading. We believe children are more likely to read if they enjoy it, so we’re on a mission to 

encourage them to see reading as an entertaining, social and fun thing to do. We want more 

children to grow up with a life-long, life-changing habit of reading for fun, and all the benefits 

this brings. 

Although it is fun to dress up and we had some amazing costumes it is important to remember 

that reading for pleasure is the best way to develop both reading and writing skills.  

 

School Starters September 2025 If you have a child who is eligible to start Reception in 2025 

then please get in touch as we can provide you with the contact details for the admissions team 

at Stockton Local Authority. 

 

Breakfast Club - Early Adopter Scheme We have been selected by the DFE to be one of the pilot 

schools for the free Breakfast Club Scheme being put in place by the new Labour Government. 

This will start after the Easter Holidays and last until the end of the summer term, we are 

currently working out what the implications are and will be getting in touch with parents soon 

to gauge interest in the scheme.  The scheme will be open to all parents and it will provide free 

breakfast club provision from 8 -8:30am. Please click the link and complete the survey in the 

email you received.  

 



Shrove Tuesday  

This week we have been exploring lent and the importance of Shrove Tuesday and Ash 

Wedenesday in worship. We discussed the religious aspects but also a general love of pancakes! 

Harry from Y6 won the best combination with beans and sausages on a pancake! Y5 sampled 

pancakes with syrup, lemon and sugar and kindly shared with myself and Miss Huddart - thank 

you Y5! 

 

Virtual Reality 

We had the pleasure of welcoming Justin from Edupeople into school to work with our Y3 pupils 

and use his VR headsets to transport pupils back to Ancient Greece and take part in a fully 

immersive History lesson. Look at the fantastic pictures below, Justin will be returning to school 

in the summer term to work with all KS2 Year groups on their own curriculum themes.  

 

QUICK REMINDER: KEY DATES 

• 21/3/25   Comic Relief Day 

• 26/3/25   Parent Consultation 

• 31/3/25   Easter Foodbank Donations 

• 2/4/24   Parent Consultation  

• 10/4/25   Break Up for Easter Holiday 

• 11/4/25 PD   Day  

• 28/4/25   Return to School  

Key Dates additions: 

• Y2 Snappy Spring @ Thornaby 18.03.25 

• Class 5 Worship 19.03.25 

• Class 7 Worship 20.3.25 

• Tempest Class Photos for Reception and Year 6 26.03.25 

• Year 3 Bake Sale (to raise money for beach litter picking trip) 26.03.25 

• MM Production 'Little Princess' 4.04.25 



 

1 - Picture of the Week! 

Rory in Nursery having a fantastic time - it was a pleasure to help him clean up afterwards!  



 

2 - Pancake Fun! 

 

3 - VIRTUAL REALITY IN Y3 - ANCIENT GREECE EXPERIENCE 



 



 



 



 



 



School Council  

 

Mr Farrell has agreed (after some persuasion from the school council) to take part in the Great 

North Run in September and to raise funds for Guide Dogs for the Blind and our other school 

charities. We are going to be looking at showing our support by organising a summer fun run.  



 

 

4 - We have been invited to establish a Children’s Safeguarding Council in school. After Easter, Mrs Hanson and Mrs Mackay will 
work with our School Council representatives to explore the topic set by the Safeguarding Children Partnership. The topic for the 
next half term is about staying safe in the community. Our School Council will be given the opportunity to ask our KS2 children 

some questions about feeling safe outside of the home and share their findings with us. All questions and answers will be 
anonymous. 

We are looking forward to working with the Safeguarding Children Partnership with this important topic. 



Sporting Stars  

 



 

5 - Sports Leaders  

Golfing Greats  - Thanks to Mr Stokes and Peter from Billingham Golf club for putting on a 

session after school for our talented young golfers!  



Musician of the Month  

 



Home Information Sheet - Mozart 

 

About: Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 – 1791) was a prolific and influential composer of the 

Classical period. Despite his short life, his rapid pace of composition resulted in more than 800 

works of virtually every genre of his time. Many of these compositions are acknowledged as 

pinnacles of the symphonic, concertante, chamber, operatic, and choral repertoire. Mozart is 

widely regarded as among the greatest composers in the history of Western music. His Requiem 

was largely unfinished by the time of his death at the age of 35, the circumstances of which are 

uncertain and much mythologised. 

Genres: Classical, Opera, Chamber, Choral 



Active from: 1764-1791 

Origin: Salzburg, Austria 

Digital Leaders  - Reading Advice  

 

 

6 - Hugo (Y3), Felicity (Y4), Luke (Y5) and Joey (Y6) are the new school Digital Leaders. 

Parent guide for this week - Spending and Saving 

If there are any apps or online sites that parents would like a fact sheet about then please get in 

touch and we'll try and provide one. 



Any safeguarding concerns can be relayed to: 

Mr Linsley - Designated Safeguarding Lead 

Miss Huddart - Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead 

 

As a parent or carer you play a key role in keeping your child safe online. Find out more about 

commonly used social media platforms at 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/social-media-guides 



 



 



Attendance Matters 

 

In accordance with School and Trust Policy any unauthorised absences (that are not subject to 

exceptional circumstances) will be subject to a fixed penalty notice. 

Current School Attendance is 95% this is just below the DFE target of 96%. 

We strongly advise that any holiday in term time should be avoided due to the impact of lost 

learning time on children. Please be aware that leave of absence (holiday) during term time will 

not be authorised except in exceptional circumstances. It is school policy to refer any 

unauthorised absence due to holiday to the local authority who may issue a fixed penalty notice.  

This is a penalty of up to £120 per child, per parent and so can add up to a significant amount.  

The school does not receive any revenue from fines; the money is paid to the Local Authority. In 

addition, we now have a new system in school for pupils who are late. Pupils must be escorted 

to the office in the main building and a form completed by parents/carers to sign the pupils in 



and indicate the reason for the lateness. This is for our records and also to avoid pupils 

becoming distressed. 

 

LATE MARKS ALSO IMPACT NEGATIVELY ON ATTENDANCE PLEASE TRY TO BE ON TIME! 

Worship Theme  - JESUS IS TEMPTED Matthew 4:1-11 

 

At the start of his three-year public ministry, Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist in the River 

Jordan. Immediately afterwards he went into the desert of Judea, where he remained for forty 

days, not eating or drinking at all (‘fasting’). He needed to be quiet, to be alone and to pray at 

the start of the work for which God had sent him. He was tempted to use his powers to make 

people follow him; he was tempted to do things the easy way and not God’s way, but he did not 

acquiesce. 

I wonder how Jesus resisted the temptations put to him? I wonder how we can resist doing 

wrong things if tempted in different ways? 



Dear God, may Lent be a time of quiet and reflection that makes me more able to look with 

honesty at myself and with compassion at the needs of the world. Amen 

 

Class News  

 

After School Club  made some great Krispy Cakes with Mrs Hitchen!  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Nursery – People Who Help Us 2025 (Careers Week) 

A very exciting week in Nursery to celebrate all our real-life superheroes who help us in our 

everyday lives. We have loved learning about all the different people who help us and keep us 

safe.  

This week the nursery children enjoyed a visit from Peter our very own lollipop man who talked 

to them about road safety and the importance of using our looking and listening skills when 

near roads.  



 

The provision in Nursery has been set up around the theme of ‘People Who Help Us’ and the 

children enjoyed taking on the roles of the different occupations such as a doctor, nurse, fire 

fighter, vet, chef and police officer. We had our very own doctor ’s surgery with a very busy 

waiting area!!  



 



 

7 - Eliza has taken on the role of a police officer!  



 

8 - Amelie is playing the role of a chef in our home corner!  



 



 

9 - On Thursday we had a visit from Raven’s Mummy who is a post lady in Billingham. She talked to the children about her role 
and different responsibilities. The children took the opportunity to ask her lots of interesting questions and were excited to 

receive their very own Royal Mail delivery notice and badge! A huge thank you to Raven’s Mummy for taking the time out of her 
busy day to help us learn more about the postal service.  



 

10 - Rory is very busy working in the outdoor mini carwash! He is selecting different brushes to clean the vehicles whilst 
developing his fine motor skills!  



 

11 - Halle is busy taking on the role of a doctor as she writes out her own prescriptions whilst developing her mark-making skills.  

The children consolidated their learning by discussing what job they would like to do when they 

grow up and drawing a picture to represent this. We had some unique ideas!!  

Year 1 had visits from the Fire Brigade and from the RAC as part of Careers Week. The children 

asked lots of questions and were really interested to learn about our visitors' jobs.  



 

 



 

 



 

 

Today, Year 1 were visited by Year 4, who shared their love of reading with their younger peers 



 

 



 

 



 

12 - We are having the best day ever! We love to dress up for World Book day, we think Miss Akerman does too!!!! 

Love class 4 



 

13 - Reception Pictures from World Book Day! 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



First week of chess club has been great fun! Lots of determine and intelligent players. 

Year 4 had a visit from Jo who is a business consultant. She told us all about her business where 

she helps other small businesses. We were able to ask her lots of questions about her job and 

how she started her own business. Jo also gave us lots of advice about how we might be able to 

start our own businesses when we were older. Lots of us are now budding entrepreneurs!  

 

Key stage 1 look amazing in their costumes! They have had a great day celebrating World Book 

Day. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

This week our Year 5 and 6 children were lucky enough to attend our Careers Fair and what a 

great time they had. We had visits from: Sara- a Crown Prosecutor, Ben- a Royal Navy Officer, 

Suzanne and Louise- NHS Careers, Fatemah and Cinthu- Junior Doctors, Neil Maddison- Football 

Coach, former Footballer and Commentator, Jessica- Midwife, Jessica and Jade- Environmental 

Monitoring and Radiation, and Daniel- Chief Superintendent of Northumbria Police. The 

children asked lots of questions to each of our visitors, gaining an insight into their 

careers. Thank you so much to all our visitors for Careers Week, who have given up their time to 

work with our children, they have loved it! 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Key Dates  

 

 

• 10/3/25   British Science Week 

• 21/3/25   Comic Relief Day 

• 26/3/25   Parent Consultation 

• 31/3/25   Easter Foodbank Donations 

• 2/4/24   Parent Consultation  

• 10/4/25   Break Up for Easter Holiday 

• 11/4/25 PD   Day  

• 28/4/25   Return to School  



Picture News  

 

Collective Worship PowerPoint (4) 

 

What’s happening  

in the news this week? 

 



 

 

 

© Picture News 2025 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Collective 

Worship  



 

 

 

Bible Link: 1 Peter 2:9 



Christian Value: Compassion 

Theme: Feeling Proud 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

© Picture News 2025 

 



Contact Us  

 

If you would like to contact us about anything in the newsletter or need an additional 

conversation then please don't hesitate to catch me outside on the yard or through making an 

appointment at the office. 

Clifton Avenue, Billingham. Stockton-on-Tees, TS22 5BX 

Tel: 01642 650 426 

Email: office@priorsmill.org.uk 

Visit us on the web at  https://priorsmill.org.uk/ 1 

Safeguarding 

The school safeguarding policy is on the website and a paper version can also be requested 

from the office. Safeguarding is at the heart of all we do at Prior's Mill CE Primary School. 

Designated Safeguarding Lead - Mr Linsley  

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead - Miss Huddart  

 
1https://priorsmill.org.uk/ 



EMERGENCY HELP DURING THE WEEKEND / HOLIDAYS 

During the  weekend / holidays, whilst your children are playing outside with friends, we would 

recommend that your child knows where to go to for help if they need it. This might be a 

grandparent or family friend, as well as at home. It is important that your child knows how to 

call the emergency services for help. 

We have been advised that you talk to your child about risk-taking behaviour and the potential 

consequences of any decisions that they make whilst away from home. Give your children the 

confidence to say “no” to taking part in any risky or anti-social behaviour with their peers. 

Of course, we want the children to enjoy the weekend and part of that is becoming more 

independent from parents; however, we want all our children to return to school fit, well and 

safe after the weekend. 

TEWV Crisis team (CAMHS & Adults) has now changed. 

There is a new system and people must call 111- option 2 - this is the 111 Mental Health line 

& call handlers will transfer to the local crisis team appropriately. 

 

The Children’s Hub is the first point of contact for anyone who has a concern about the 

welfare or safety of a child or young person. 

The Children's Hub 

Stockton: 01642 130080 

childrenshub@hartlepool.gov.uk2     

  

Crisis support line 

If someone you know, is experiencing a mental health crisis call NHS 111 and select the mental 

health option. 

  

Billingham & Stockton Borough Foodbank 

4-6 West Precinct 

Billingham Town Centre 

 
2mailto:childrenshub@hartlepool.gov.uk 



Billingham TS23 2NH 

07583 575522 

https://billinghamstocktonborough.foodbank.org.uk  

info@billinghamstocktonborough.foodbank.org.uk3 

  

If you have any welfare or safeguarding concerns relating to a child in school during term time, 

please do not hesitate to contact – 

Mrs ALLISON HANSON  

PUPIL WELFARE & SAFEGUARDING OFFICER  

Prior’s Mill C/E Primary School  

Billingham TS225BX  

01642 650426  

office@priorsmill.org.uk 

School Vision 

As an inclusive Church of England primary school, we welcome children and families of all faiths 

and none to be part of our school family which has a distinctly Christian character and ethos.  At 

Prior’s Mill, we encourage everyone to discover, flourish and grow in their talents, nurturing 

their God given gifts and potential. We work with passion to foster a love of learning, a love of 

community and personal resilience. Following in the footsteps of Jesus, we are a school where 

kindness, forgiveness, respect and honesty underpin our words and actions. 

Biblical Narrative - The Parable of The Mustard Seed – Mark 4:30-32 (NIV) 

“What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it? It is 

like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. Yet when planted, it grows and 

becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can perch in its 

shade.”   School Values 

We give our best - We are kind - We are honest - We are respectful - We forgive 

 
3mailto:info@billinghamstocktonborough.foodbank.org.uk 


